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FROM THE BRANCH MASTER 
The ringing year began with the AGM at Caerleon. Attendance was good, with 
33 people representing 10 towers. Members approved the proposal to merge 
the Branch finances into the Association General Fund. Following the agreement 
from Llandaff Branch, this will now take effect from April/May. There will be no 
levy. Subscriptions and a £500 (provisional) 2026 budget has been set by the 
AMC. Fewer officers will be required, which will simplify administration across 
the Association.

February’s annual ringing course, organised by Andrew Phillips in Newport, 
involved 19 students and 27 helpers across four groups. It was a very positive 
and successful day — thank you to all who helped, including friends from 
Llandaff Branch and the G&B.

4 Branch quarter peals have been rung so far this year: Deva Surprise Major 
(Usk), Grandsire Triples (Blaenavon – first inside for Lindsay Horth), Yorkshire 
Surprise Major (Bassaleg – first inside for Peter Bray), and there was also an 
advanced Surprise Major practice at Bassaleg in January (12 attending). As 
always, please let me know any requests you have for practices and quarter 
peals?

Looking ahead: Association AGM at Michaelston-y-Fedw (April), and the striking 
competition at Mathern (May). Revised competition rules aim to encourage 
wider participation, and a handicap section will be trialled alongside the standard 
competition — plus the ever-popular cake competition.

Anne Hayman
Branch Ringing Master

ASSOCIATION AGM
Saturday 18th April 2026

Michaelston Y Fedw – CF3 6XS
Open Ringing 3.00 - 4.00 pm

Service 4.00pm
Bring and share tea 4.30pm - 5.15pm – (please bring a small plate)  

a bar will be available
AGM – 5.15 - 6.30pm

Potential open ringing if people want it after the meeting.

Please note AOB is not permitted from the floor and must be submitted by the 
29th March to secretary@llanmon.org.uk

Apologies for absence to Pauline Morris, secretary@llanmon.org.uk  by Tuesday 
14th April please. 

Dates for the Diary
9th Apr, 7:30pm (Usk) 
	 Branch 8-bell Practice 

18th Apr, 3:30pm (Michaelston) 
	 Association AGM

20th Apr, 7:30pm (Llandaff) 
	 Association S.Major Practice 

24th Apr, 10:30am (tbc) 
	 Association Daytime Practice 

4th May (18 Towers!) 
	 Tower Open Day 
	 www.llanmonopenday.org.uk

14th May, 7:30pm (Usk) 
	 Branch 8-bell Practice

16th May (Mathern) 
	 Branch Striking Competition

20th May, 7:30pm (Penarth tbc) 
	 Association S.Major Practice 

29th May, 10:30am (Usk) 
	 Association Daytime Practice

11th Jun, 7:30pm (Usk) 
	 Branch 8-bell Practice

15th Jun, 7:30pm (Bridgend) 
	 Association S.Major Practice

20th Jun, 7:00pm (Nash) 
	 Branch Practice

26th Jun, 10:30am (tbc) 
	 Association Daytime Practice
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NEWS FROM THE TOWER
Bedwellty
Our small band of learners has continued to make progress, with practices held on most Mondays.  We also rang 
for the Christmas Carol service at St Sannans, which was much appreciated by the Church, and even got our first 
fan post on social media from a resident in Aberbargoed, who said how lovely the bells sounded on practice night.   
We are hoping to add a new recruit from Bassaleg too, but Maria is currently busy training for an endurance race in 
Morocco over Easter!  We wish her all the best in the race.  This year we hope to build up our numbers with more new 
learners, so we can progress on to service ringing.  

Meanwhile, babies keep appearing with proud new grandmas in the band, and it was also lovely to see Sal return at 
one recent Monday practice, with their little one Sage.  Hopefully another St Sannan’s ringer of the future!  

Rob Bruce

Caerleon
1st Caerleon Rangers visit the Tower
Recently the Caerleon Rangers and their leaders visited for a taste of bellringing 

Phil gave a very interesting introduction to church bellringing. Explaining the tradition of service ringing and showing 
photos and model of what the bells look like. He used pictures and videos of people ringing and our new simulator in 
action. The model bell which 8 had borrowed from Llanwern tower was helpful for the girls to see the effect of pulling 
the ropes on the actual bells.

When Phil asked them if they would like a “go” Alex was very quick to jump up and get into position. She proved to 
be a bit of a natural ringer and really enjoyed it. All the girls took their turn including leader Sarah and all said they 
enjoyed the experience.

Alex is now learning the ropes for at least 13 weeks as a skill for her silver D of E award...much thanks to Phil for his 
great session and Peter Bray for his ongoing teaching of Alex and another young person also doing ringing for D of E .

A New Life-Saving Addition for Our Church
We are delighted to share some wonderful news about a valuable new 
addition to our church facilities. Thanks to the generosity of our bell 
ringing community, the church is now the proud recipient of a brand-new 
defibrillator.

The defibrillator has been very kindly offered by Bram, the husband of 
our bell ringer Lyndsay Horth. The unit was being delisted from his 
company’s stock and, although brand new and normally retailing for 
close to a thousand pounds, it has been made available to the church for 
a purely nominal fee. This cost has been generously covered by our bell 
ringers.

Plans are already in place to ensure the defibrillator is easily accessible. 
A new first aid station will be installed on the wall opposite the church toilets, where the defibrillator will be housed 
alongside a first aid kit. In the meantime, the defibrillator is being safely kept in the church kitchen with the existing first 
aid supplies.

This thoughtful gift significantly enhances the safety of our church community and all who visit the building. Our 
sincere thanks go to Bram for his generosity, and to the bell ringers for their support in making this possible.

Karen Jones
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Chepstow
It’s been just over a month now that we had a meeting with the vicar and 
friends of Chepstow Priory on moving our ringing to upstairs to make the 
ringing experience much better. We now don’t have to compete to hear 
the bells with the organist or rehearsals going on in the church, especially 
those quarter peal attempts around Christmas time which some of you can 
remember. I think you would all agree having a ring with shorter draft and 
no balcony to contend with on the back 4.

When we first had our monthly 10 bell practice (Ear plugs supplied), Peter 
Bray put out the call for ringers we had a very good turnout, but this gave 
us the chance to test out sound levels and handling, so thanks for those who came along and made suggestions.

From that first practice we cleared out the bell chamber and laid some sound proofing on the ringing chamber floor 
which has reduced the sound level to an acceptable level, so we had our first QP of Grandsire Caters on Saturday 21st 
February, many thanks to Peter Bray for organising and those who rung.

There were also some suggestions on how we could make the ringing room cosier, courtesy by Simon Lockhart and 
Rob Bruce. Love the chandelier.

Or why not go ultra-modern courtesy of Rob Bruce?

Leighton Cooke
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Llanedeyrn
November is always a special month with Remembrance, and the poppy 
cascade was hung from the bell tower and the week before we practiced 
on half muffled as there were Llanedeyrn ringers who’d not rung on muffled 
bells. On the day we stuck to rounds and the haunting sound bought in lots 
of visitors including ex Forces with medals worn proudly. After the main 
service a large crowd gathered at the war memorial with Last Post & Reveille 
played on the trumpet, laying of wreaths and poppies and its one of the most 
important services the bell ringers are proud to take part in. Amanda Gilbert 
decorated the church with support from Amanda Smith and the church 
looked stunning.

December was a busy month with so many lovely services, but Carols by 
Candlelight on Christmas Eve is always the most attended with at least 150 
people trying to get through the doors. Christmas Day was magical and 
lovely ringing from those who don’t mind opening their presents a little later.

January and February have seen progression where 3 of our ringers have earned their Stage 1 – Learning the Ropes 
and Kate our newest member isn’t far away. All certificates are framed and in the tower as part of the history of 
Llanedeyrn.

In January the bell maintenance team led by Joy Kipling inspected the bells and prior to this John our steeple keeper 
had serviced the bells, and we’d had a good tidy up and even hoovered the carpet. There were a couple of minor 
issues to keep an eye on, but overall, the bells are in good condition. In the Spring we are aiming to replace 2 ropes, 
have 2 new sets of stays and look at restoring the Ellacombe which seems to be in good condition.

With the support from Blaenavon the band has taught themselves to ring Grandsire and it’s starting to sound very 
nice. A couple of Blaenavon ringers are ringing at Llanedeyrn twice a month and Lee will soon be starting the practice 
once a month at Blaenavon which will be supported by Llanedeyrn. 

Hopefully nicer weather is around the corner with Spring not far away as it would be nice to arrive on a Wednesday 
and Sunday without being cold and wet.

Martin Gilbert

Michaelston
Practices have been well supported and good progress is being made by the Michaelston band.  Practice nights 
feature a mix of rounds and call changes on 6 and 8 bells, Mexican wave on 6 and 8 bells plus a range of other 
exercises.  Several of the band have had the opportunity to try some plain hunt.  Our newer ringers continue to make 
progress and we’ve welcomed a returning ringer since Christmas.

Several of the band attended the Branch Ringing Course and enjoyed the day.

Thursday night practices are very sociable with our regular table in the Cefn Mably Arms now sporting a “reserved for 
the bellringers” sign in preparation for our arrival.  All visitors welcome to join us!

Matthew Turner

Netherwent MA
As a general point for the Netherwent Ministry Area, most of your will know that we have de facto been operating as 
a Ministry Area band for obvious reasons. In January we had an inaugural AGM that formalised this. In short, means 
that the six towers in our MA are going to be looked after and rung regular, the main towers for practices are still 
Llanwern and Caldicot.

It is worth noting that each tower still retains individual contacts and responsibilities for the organisation of ringing for 
weddings and local points of contact for visiting bands. The details for which will be in the annual report. 

Christmas was one of the those little milestones, highlighting the growth of the band in recent years. Across the MA we 
had 13 ringers over three different towers ringing for service at Midnight Mass and Christmas Morning.
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Llanwern
In the Netherwent Ministry Area, we are blessed to have a healthy diversity of age, from the Liam at 15 to Les at 75 
and everywhere in between. 

The carol service at Llanwern was particularly special this year – not least because it was standing room only. The 
fullest I have seen the church in many years, but we had three young ringers ringing for service. At the carol service, 
our U16s were presented with the LtR certificates.

•	 Liam – Level Three

•	 Alex – Level One

•	 Owain – Level One

Nash
Further news from Nash is that electrics in the ringing at Nash including the emergency lighting now appear to be 
sorted. Ringing is now able to continue as normal. 

Redwick
The only main thing we have done was in January when we cleaned the ringing chamber of nests and twigs that rooks 
and jackdaws had made. The people who were involved that day were as follows - John Evans, Peter Bray, Owen 
Barnes, Lucy Bailey; James Davies and Barbara Ward kindly gave us tea and biscuits. It took us few hours to do this 
and it filled my 6X4 box trailer right to the top. 

What was truly wonderful about this day was the camaraderie between us all and the Ministry Area working as it 
should. All of us coming together from across the MA to help out Redwick. These sorts of jobs, our older parishioners 
need to be supported. Yes, not even a thousand elephants could have stopped John and Selwyn getting stuck in. It 
was fantastic for us all to be working together to get one of the most unpleasant of tasks done. 

Furthermore, Rev. Sarah Rosser’s husband works in asbestos clearance and donated a box of PPE for us to use.

Peter Bray & Selwyn Monk

Rumney
As usual the Christmas period was a busy one with ringing for extra services as well as our usual pattern of practice 
and service ringing.  Over the Christmas period we rang two quarter peals for different carol services, both of mixed 
doubles.

Practices continue to be well supported and, amongst our usual repertoire, we’ve had a particular focus on Norwich 
Surprise Minor and are now confidently ringing plain courses and touches.  We even featured a plain course on a 
Sunday morning recently, which was quite possibly a first of some sort.  Quarter peal next!

Our younger ringers continue to make good progress.  They both attended the Association’s Young Ringers group 
recently and had the opportunity to ring on 8 bells for the first time.  Two of our ringers attended the Branch Ringing 
Course in February and very much enjoyed the day.  Several of our ringers also contributed as helpers.

Looking forward, our Ministry Area Leader is leaving to become the Archdeacon of Newport.  With the kind permission 
of the Cathedral ringers, we have arranged to ring for his installation service along with colleagues from St Mellons 
and Llanedeyrn.  This will give us a good opportunity to ring on more than 6 bells!

Matthew Turner

St Woolos
It’s been a busy winter at St Woolos, with regular ringing on Tuesday evenings and twice for services on most 
Sundays.   Dinner day in November saw a successful peal of Grandsire Caters, which was first peal on 10 for Andy 
Parry and 150th for the Association by Mark Bennett.   24 guests enjoyed a sit down meal at Junction 28, where both 
the food and the company were up to the usual standard!   

Sunday afternoon quarters included a good number on ten and twelve.  Methods rung have included Stedman 
Cinques and two of Stedman Caters.  Grandsire quarters included a 1st of caters for Pauline Morris, and surprise 
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major methods included Bristol and Yorkshire Major, plus Cambridge Minor.   St Woolos ringers also supported 
quarters at Bassaleg and Usk, with methods including Bassaleg Surprise Major, Yorkshire (1st surprise major for Peter 
Bray), Lessness, and Deva.   These quarters continue to be an important training ground for ringers from across the 
branch, in addition to which St Woolos hosted the first branch training day of the year on St Valentines Day.  This a 
role we hope to build on going forward as we look to recruit and train more young ringers in South Wales. 

Andy Parry and Rob Bruce both attended an ART level 1 teaching course in 
January, at Bromyard in Herefordshire.  This was an excellent day and we would 
certainly encourage more ringers to sign up for these courses, to grow our pool 
of trained ringing teachers across South Wales.  Bigger plans to meet the Central 
Council’s Ringing 2030 recruitment goals are already afoot, but in the meantime 
we have just started one young learner at St Woolos in March, who is already 
making good progress on tied practice.

The Church in Wales has now approved a faculty for tower repairs at the 
Cathedral, which are needed to stop more masonry falling in future!  Timing of 
the work will depend on funding, with over £2M now needed to complete the 
project.  Ringers are involved in the fabric committee planning the work, and 
we have also ensured that the plans include both frame re-painting, and the 
provision of a sound control system that would allow us to ring more frequently 
throughout the week.  This would be a major benefit to our training plans, as 
access to tie the bells without ringing them down is very limited.  Training with 
the sound control closed would also be preferable to using the simulator on tied 
bells!

Meanwhile, routine maintenance plans continue, with a number of ropes having 
been changed / repaired, resulting in some unconventional christmas decorations 
at the Haymans house!

Rob Bruce

Shirenewton
As is now tradition we brought the ropes down into the nave over the Christmas period so that any assembled 
congregation could witness the art of full-circle change ringing. We rang for midnight mass on Christmas Eve and for 
Christmas morning. There was also ringing for the children’s service. For New Year we rang either side of midnight, 
with before having the bells half-muffled to mourn the passing of the year. 

The New Year heralded the first of our annual tours 
- the “Winter Tour”. This year we decided to travel a 
bit further than usual and visit towers predominantly 
in West Berkshire, starting near the river Thames 
at Purley, just west of Reading. The tower of the 
Grade II* church is positioned at the west end of 
the building and contains a fine ring of 6 bells. We 
had allotted just 30 minutes for each ring of six 
during the day so after ringing up in peal we quickly 
went through our touring repertoire of rounds, call 
changes, doubles and minor. There were 15 ringers 
in our party at various levels of experience so we 
ensured everyone got a decent ring. This was the 
pattern throughout the day. We then moved up river 
to the busy small town of Pangbourne, another 
Grade II* church housing another fine and slightly heavier 6 bells. Having rung these we travelled the very short 
distance over the toll bridge crossing The Thames (60p each way for a car and passengers) to yet another Grade II* 
church and another fine ring of 6, albeit in a rather drafty ringing room. Having rung these and worked up an appetite 
and thirst we headed to our pre-arranged lunch stop at the aptly named pub: The Bell at Aldworth.

Keeping up the listed building theme, The Bell is a Grade II listed pub with the only Grade II listed interior in the 
whole of Berkshire, making the old-world interior of The Carpenters Arms at Shirenewton (technically Myndd Bach) 
look positively modern. It has been in the ownership of the same family since the 18th century (who are obviously not 
too keen on modern furnishings or fittings, preferring the original well-made and robust items), and what’s more it 
has also retained its outside gent’s loo – magic! A very good selection of beers was on offer; however, the food menu 
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was essentially hot filled rolls albeit with a vast variety of interesting fillings.  Having dined we headed to the nearby 
Grade I listed church housing just 3 bells. Now most tours eschew 3 bell towers as, of course, the range of change 
ringing options are limited compared to higher numbers. However, I have the strong opinion that striking 3 bells well 
to changes is a greater challenge than higher numbers, and what is more such churches are often architectural 
and historical gems. Aldworth is a particularly interesting church famous for its “Giants” (effigies of the De La Beche 

family) which fill almost half of the floor space. The 
poet, Laurence Binyon (“They shall grow not old as 
we that are left grow old…”), moved nearby on his 
retirement in 1933. After his death in 1943, his ashes 
were scattered in the churchyard where there is a 
slate memorial plaque to him. The parents of Emily 
Tennyson, Lady Tennyson née Sellwood, the wife of 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson, are also buried there. In 2025 
Marian Faithfull was also buried in the churchyard. 
Here we rang rounds, Plain Hunt Singles and 
Stedman Singles.

After Aldworth we headed to another Grade I church at Hampstead Norreys. The tower housed the heaviest ring of 6 
for the day, with the heaviest bell (tenor weight 11 cwt) about twice the weight of the Shirenewton tenor . Thence onto 
the final ring of the day at the beautiful Grade I church at Stanford Dingley. This church held the oldest bell of the day; 
the third bell dated 1448 and cast in the reign of Henry VI. With just 4 bells (again 4 bell towers often eschewed by 
tour organisers) we were able to ring some unusual methods (for us) including Double Bob and Double Canterbury 
Place. Some enthusiastic parishioners had come to meet us and ply us with tea, coffee and biscuits – which was most 
welcome. Returning back to South Wales post-tour celebrations were held at Lower Lodge, Earlswood, courtesy of 
Chris and Melissa Jones.  Overall a great day out was had by all.

Mike Penney

BRANCH TRAINING NEWS
The annual February Monmouth Branch Training day has come and gone for another year.

This year there were requests for course places from 23 students this year, which is down from 41 last year. Due to 
dropouts, in the end there were 19 students spread over 4 courses covering Call Changes, Plain Hunt (inc Advance 
PH), Plain Bob Doubles (Plain Courses and Touches) and Grandsire Doubles (Plain Courses and Touches).

These arrangements resulted in 4 courses being held across 6 towers in total during the day and involved 19 students 
and 32 tutors & helpers. Lunch was again a feast of 12 off 14” square pizzas (8 different topping types) from the 
Square Pizza Co. There was only ½ a pizza leftover at the end!

I would like to say a huge thank you to the tutors and helpers for giving up their day to make these courses work, and 
the 6 towers for allowing us to use the bells for the day.

I would also like to thank Anne Hayman, Karen Jones and Carol Russell for sorting out the hall and tea / coffee 
refreshments at the beginning of the day and again at lunch time.

The Monmouth Branch scheduled training sessions for 2026 are as follows:

•	 Saturday 18th July 2026 (course(s) TBD)

•	 Saturday 17th October 2026 (course(s) TBD)

The course type and the requests for course places for the July session will be sent out at the beginning of June via 
the Association’s mailing system.

If you want to receive emails regarding Monmouth Branch training, then please sign up to the Association’s email list 
list at https://llanmon.org.uk/mailing-lists

Andrew Phillips
MonmouthTraining@llanmon.org.uk
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BELL MAINTENANCE GROUP UPDATE
In December 2025 the BMG inspected the 6 bells at Peterston-Super-Ely and  investigated why the tenor bell at 
Pendoylan was so hard to ring.  The BMG carried out repairs at both towers in February 2026.  Also in February, two 
members of the BMG repaired a clapper at Porthkerry. Please see the Llandaff Newsletter for more details.

In January we inspected the peals of bells at Bassaleg and Llanedeyrn.  At Bassaleg every slider had its pin hole 
enlarged allowing each slider to move much more freely.  One rope was adjusted to give an unworn portion going 
through the garter hole and a missing wheel nut was replaced.  Two clappers were tightened by renewing the leather 
washers. In two double pulley boxes the pulley wheels were swopped over to even up the wear.  At Llanedeyrn two 
clappers were tightened by tightening the crown staple nuts.

If any member of the L. and M. has a bell maintenance query or would like their peal of bells inspected (free of charge) 
then please do get in touch with me and the BMG will do its best to help.

Joy Kipling
bmg@llanmon.org.uk 

ASSOCIATION YOUNG RINGERS GROUP
The Association Young Ringers Group met at Radyr on Saturday 21st February.  15 young ringers from a range of 
towers across the Association, plus several ringing parents, enjoyed ringing on the 8 bells.  It was great to see some 
new faces plus our regular attenders.  Rounds, call changes and Bob Doubles were all rung as well giving everyone 
the opportunity to ring a range of different bells in the tower.

Further practices are planned for the coming months as we build towards the Ringing World National Youth 
Competition in July.  This year the competition is being held in Nottingham.

If you have a young ringer in your tower then do encourage them to join us.  Please contact Debbie Turner for more 
information via youngringers@llanmon.org.uk. 

Matthew Turner

METHOD OF THE MONTH?
At Shirenewton, I realised that we were spending most of our practice nights ringing the same methods week after 
week. Sure, we were improving as a band - our striking was improving, we were making fewer method mistakes, 
and we were bringing more of the band into being able to ring those methods - but our method repertoire wasn’t 
increasing.

For the last few years, as we come up towards Christmas we’d been introducing St Nicholas as a festive method, and 
in 2025 we finally nailed it with the band able to ring a touch. Lets see if we can remember it again for next Christmas!

Building upon this success, I suggested that we should introduce a “method of the month” for the tower. Nothing too 
ambitious (we’re creatures of habit, after all!), but something that we could work on for a few weeks - variations of 
methods we could already ring. In January and February we worked on St Simon’s and St Martin’s and achieved 
touches of each by the end of the month. In March we’ve been working on Winchendon Place - replace those dodges 
in St Simon’s with places instead, and with Reverse Canterbury calls. This has been proving a little more challenging, 
but I’m sure we’ll get it by the end of the month.

Looking forwards to April we’ve got a shorter month due to Easter so we’ve picked what should hopefully be a simple 
variation - April Day - Plain Bob Doubles, but with Grandsire Singles.

Have you considered something similar in your own tower to build on what you already ring? If you’re looking for 
inspiration then there’s an item in Ringing World each week with their own Method of the Month (from doubles variants 
to more complex minor and surprise major methods). Do let us know in your Tower News if you have any successes!

Simon Lockhart
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WE’RE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!
Several members of the AMC are standing down this year as they come to the end of their six-year tenure, and we 
have created new roles to help with safeguarding, recruitment and improving the way the Association is run. 

Some of these roles have been advertised already, and we have been looking out for talented people that we think 
would be good at the job, but volunteers to help with the running of the Association are always welcome.

If you’re interested in getting involved, please contact Helen Phillips (chair@llanmon.org.uk) or Pauline Morris 
(secretary@llanmon.org.uk) for more information.

Association Treasurer:
The Treasurer works with the Branch Committees and the Association Management Committee to prepare budgets 
and keep track of income and expenditure.

They are responsible for making sure that the Association and BRF Assets are protected and that our financial 
transactions are conducted ethically and transparently.

This role was advertised six months ago and Andrew Muir was the only person who came forward – he’s been 
attending AMC meetings to get a good understanding of how the Association works so we can have a smooth 
transition.  It is the intention of the AMC to propose Andrew for the role of Treasurer at the AGM.

Bell Restoration Fund (BRF) Trustee:
The BRF Trustees review applications for funding from towers within the Association. They meet quarterly just before 
the AMC meeting and make recommendations for whether a grant or loan should be awarded and the amount.

The BRF is a registered charity so its Trustees must comply with charities’ law and the requirements of the Charities 
Commission.

This is an exciting time to be involved in the BRF, with a number of really interesting bell restoration projects being 
funded.

This vacancy has arisen because Steve Dutfield has decided to step down, so we are keen to find someone from the 
Llandaff Branch to fill this role.

The post is voted for at the AGM.

Independent Examiner:
The independent examiners represent your interests as members, checking that the accounts are a fair and accurate 
representation of the finances of the association and the BRF.  This is a once per year activity, starting in early 
January – you can go through the accounts in your own time, or arrange to spend a couple of hours with the Treasurer 
and go through them together.

Simon Lockhart is standing down, so we need a candidate from the Monmouth Branch.

This post is voted for at the AGM 

Annual Report Editor:
The Editor produces and Annual Report in accordance with the Association’s Rules so that it can be distributed to the 
members before the AGM.

Most of the work needs to be done between Christmas and the end of February – liaising with Association and Branch 
Officers to request their reports, compiling them into a single document which is distributed to the members and 
liaising with the printers to ensure copies are available at the AGM.

You’ll need to be a whizz on a computer, and to keep an eye out on the Branch newsletters through the year for 
notable events or achievements which should be included in the report to reflect the life of the Association.

The Editor is appointed by the Association General Secretary.
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Safeguarding Coordinator:
It’s important to create an environment in ringing where everyone feels safe, welcome and included, and we’re 
working closely with the Church in Wales to put sensible safeguarding measures in place for Association activities.

The role of the Safeguarding Coordinator is to promote good safeguarding practice to members, to encourage 
organisers of Association activities to comply with Church in Wales Safeguarding Policies, Practices and Procedures, 
and to signpost members to appropriate resources if they need more information or have a concern.

This post is appointed by the Association Chair and ratified at the AGM.  It was first advertised at the Branch AGMs, 
and to date one candidate has come forward.

Community Outreach Officer
The role of Public Relations Officer has been vacant for several years, but it’s important that we engage with the 
general public so that they think positively about ringing and ringers, and that ringing is a fun and rewarding activity 
that they would love their children and young adults to get involved in.

At the same time, towers have been struggling to recruit suitable learners, and as an Association we need to work 
together to ensure a steady supply of the conductors, teachers and tower captains of the future.

This is an opportunity to make a real difference to the future of ringing in the area, engaging with the public, and 
supporting local towers with their recruitment efforts. 

The post will be voted for at the AGM.

Helen Phillips
Association Chair

TOWER OPEN DAY - 4TH MAY
On 4th May, the Association has organised a Tower Open Day where 18 towers will be open across the association 
area, broadly along the M4 corridor. We are expecting visitors from across the UK for this day, but it is also an 
opportunity for local ringers to visit towers they may have not rung at before - including the newly augmented ring at 
Llantrisant, and also the now privately owned ring at Peterstone Wentloog. Proceeds from the day will go towards the 
association’s Bell Restoration Fund.

Full details of the day are on the website - https://www.llanmonopenday.org.uk/

200 CLUB DRAW
December 2025

Prize Number Winner
£60 97 Helen Millard (Ebbw Vale)
£30 124 Jane Dumont Jones (Rumney)
£20 194 Gemma Wheeler (Newport)
£20 8 Mike Jackson (Cowbridge)
£20 119 Sian Howells (Friends & Family)

February 2026
Prize Number Winner
£30 96 David Mundy (St Mellons)
£15 23 Lynne Workman (Whitchurch)
£10 184 Dorothy Morgan (Llandaff)
£10 44 Geraint Thomas
£10 153 Andy Parry (Newport)

January 2026
Prize Number Winner
£30 133 Martin Batten (Penarth)
£15 104 Mike Penney (Shirenewton)
£10 28 John Hopkins (Llantarnam)
£10 199 Lindsay Horth (Caerleon)
£10 113 Simon Lockhart (Shirenewton)


