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EDITORIAL

Another warm month! It has not been that long since the last edition of the Look To! came out
yet in that short space of time so much has happened!

Team Cymru went for Gold at this year’s National youth competition scoring an incredible
8/10. This was our first win as a team, the day was incredible being able to visit so many
different towers in Nottingham, climbing up some very daunting steps. If you know what I am
like climbing up a spiral staircase you can imagine what I was like trying to reach what felt
like the summit when I was climbing up half of the towers, but like how the views at the top
of a mountain are beautiful, so was the sound of the bells across Nottingham.

I also have received my A level results confirming my place in university this month. I would
also like to congratulate all young ringers who have received their Exam results this summer.
No matter what grade you received the most important part to remember is that you gave it
your all and that in itself is a massive achievement.

At the beginning of August, I had the pleasure of going on a branch outing organised by our
branch’ Ringing Master Chris. It was a lovely day, and it was so much fun being able to ring
different types of bells with a variety of ringing levels around me. That’s my quarterly
content. Happy Bell Ringing See you next time!

Rhys Fairchild
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Words of The Ringing Master

Llandaff Branch Outing

The Llandaff Branch supported by various other Association members had its summer outing
on Saturday Ist August visiting Usk, Llantilio Crossenny and Abergavenny. Three very
different but lovely rings of bells enabled everyone to try something new and develop their
ringing.

Usk are a lovely sounding and quite traditional mid
weight ring of 8 where Llantilio Crossenny are a light
ring of 8 (tenor just over 4cwt) and took a bit more
getting used to. The secret was not to ring too fast to
start with and then we achieved some very respectable
ringing. Abergavenny was voted as one of the finest
rings of bells in the country, the sound is magnificent on
the 25cwt ring of 10 bells. But the rope circle round the
front end kept the ringers there concentrating! Everyone
enjoyed their ring on them.

These outings were promoted by our last Branch Master Peter Giles to enable ringers to try
new bells and develop their style and experience. Do take advantage of them when they are
organised, we organise them for your benefit and they are such a valuable way for ringers to
progress and enjoy their ringing.

Although inviting your ideas for training, [ haven't exactly been overwhelmed with requests,
well, only a couple of Bob Doubles actually which we've done. I'm very happy to put things
on but I'm reluctant to set something up without first knowing that there is a demand for it and
hence that people are going to turn up.

Some courses would require me to organise a number of more experienced ringers to attend as
well, so knowing that it is a course you want is important. So, over to you. We can cover
almost anything from negotiating bobs and singles to ideas on how to run a practice, raising
and lowering. If you and / or your band are struggling with something then do get in touch.

We have the Branch Practices usually the first weekend of the month and the 8 Bell on the
first Monday. These should be your first port of call. These practices not only give you an
opportunity to ring something that maybe you cannot get at your own practice but also, and
equally important, it enables you to meet and get to know other ringers in the area. Friendship
1s a wonderful thing!

Chris Kipling
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Time for a change

I’m coming to the end of my 6-year tenure as Chair of the Association.

For the last 5 years or so, the Association Management Committee (AMC) and I have been
focused on making the Association easier to run, requiring less effort on admin, and putting
better structures in place to support the growth of ringing in the future. It’s not perfect, but I
think we’re in a better position than we were 6 years ago.

Changes that we’ve made include:

-Reviewing the composition of the AMC, trying to make sure we’ve got the right people
around the table and ensuring that everyone can contribute in a meaningful way

-Changing the Public Relations role to focus on liaison with the community, supporting
recruitment

-Appointing a Safeguarding Coordinator to act as a champion of good practice and signpost
people to appropriate resources

-Merging the Association’s finances into a single account, reducing the number of volunteers
required from 8 to 3, with a significant saving on bank charges and harmonised membership
fees across the Association

We also reviewed whether the aims and objects of the Association were still relevant and what
we needed to do to support ringing in the future. We were surprised to find that the Objects
that have stood us in good stead are just as valid as they were 133 years ago when the
Association was first set up, although maybe we might express them differently today.

You’ll not be surprised to hear me say that recruitment remains our first priority. Recruitment
needs to be targeted at finding the teachers and Tower Captains of the future. This means
recruiting more young people, and we need to make sure they feel safe and welcome.

There is a huge opportunity to share ideas between the two branches and for them to support
each other, and this is still very much work in progress. We want to retain the unique culture
of each branch, but I feel there is still much more we could do to support efforts on training at
all levels.

In a perfect world, I’d stay on for another year; to help consolidate the changes we’ve made
and tidy up some loose ends, but the Association Rules say that I must step down after 6 years
in post.
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The main focus of the role is around ensuring that the AMC meetings are well run and that the
Association is well governed. However, ...

If you have a vision of what ringing in South Wales could be like in the future, here’s your
opportunity to try to shape that future by working with the other officers and AMC members.
We’re reviewing the job description at the moment, and it will be published on the
Association website by the end of August, but if you’d like to know more, or you can think of
someone who would do a good job, please get in touch.

Helen Phillips
Association Chair

Safeguarding Forms

I have been asked by the Association to include the safeguarding forms in further editions of
the Look To! It is highly encouraged by the church in Wales that we all complete the modules
especially if you are teaching new ringers. Please view the forms/ modules and explain the
importance of safeguarding.
https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/en/ministry-area-support/safeguarding/

Rhys Fairchild
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RWNYC Nottingham 2026

In July, Team Cymru competed at the Ringing World National Youth Contest (RWNYC)
2026 which was hosted by Nottingham. The RWNYC is an annual competition organised by
Jo Cresshull and involves over 300 young ringers from all around the UK. This year was the
fifteenth competition and involved 43 teams and over 800 people in total! Team Cymru is
comprised of young ringers from South Wales and this year we competed in the 6-bell
Beginners Call Change Section.

So, Team Cymru headed up to Nottingham. Most of us went up the night before and stayed
overnight whilst others went up and back in one day. We met at the Holy Trinity Tram Stop to
get a minibus to our first tower which was St Mary’s Clifton and was our competition tower.
In our competition piece, we had to ring to Queens (and back) and ring a minimum of 80
rows. Thanks to Vini Olah for counting these rows for us. We were all a bit nervous about this
competition, especially me as it was my first year as conductor of the team, but in the end, we
were all really pleased with our ringing.

Then we got the minibus to the tram stop and headed to Beeston, which 1s a 10-bell tower on
the outskirts of Nottingham. Whilst we were there, we had the opportunity to do a handbell
workshop with Colin Newman whilst others in our team had a go on the famous Matthew
Higby creation of ‘Peals on Wheels’. Both these opportunities were very fun, especially since
half of the band had never rung handbells before. We then travelled by tram into the town
Centre and rang at the two 12-bell towers of St Mary’s and St Peter’s. Whilst at St Mary’s we
also looked around the wide variety of stalls advertising the Young Ringers Hub, the Ringing
World and ringing at university.

Finally, after a long day the results were revealed in St Mary’s. As the results were coming
through and our name still hadn’t been called, we were on tenterhooks. It came down to us
and Gloucester and Bristol for who won the category. When they called their name for
second, we were in complete and utter shock. That meant that we had won! It all became real
when Jo Cresshull said Cymru had won. We all went up, received our golden medals and our
prize was a Cadbury’s chocolate hamper which we shared out between the band. We also had
a photo in front of all the young ringers with Jo Cresshull and another one with Anna
Sherwood who was one of our judges.

We were all so happy because this was the first time that Team Cymru has ever won. We
should all be so proud of what we achieved and how much progress we have made.
Unfortunately, this year we had to say “goodbye” to Rhys Fairchild and Jack Disley as they
are both too old to compete. They were both in the very first band that we entered and
winning on their very last year is something very special. Rhys and Jack will be very much
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missed in next year’s competition. Overall, this year’s RWNYC has made our team stronger
and more confident in our abilities.

We would like to say a big “thank you” to our team leaders Debbie and Matthew Turner for
organising this trip and for helping in the preparation for the competition. Team Cymru will
return next year for RWNYC 2027 which will be hosted in Guildford.

Catherine Turner
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News From Around the Branch

Cowbridge
Hello from Cowbridge, Llanblethian, St. Hilary and St. Mary Hill
Short and sweet this time, only a few events to mention.

July, Amongst the weeks of fabulous weather, we found a day of drizzle to have our tower
picnic and mini treasure Hunt. On Saturday evening, 4th July, after the Branch practice in
Bridgend, 13 ringers and family gathered at Rachel and Mike Kemp’s smallholding for a
‘bring and share' picnic. Elaine set the clues for the hunt but was away on holiday and so
missed the event itself.

The hunt, which was completed within 45 minutes by all three teams, led everyone around the
beautiful smallholding introducing them to the sheep, goats and chickens on route. The
'Minors’ team won and received a box of Celebration sweets. The evening rounded off with
Rachel and Mike being presented with a card and a gift as a ‘thank you’ for hosting such a
lovely evening.

A few weeks later our annual outing, on
Saturday 18th July, took us to 4 towers
cach with 8 bells: St. Briavels,
Mitcheldean, Littledean and Newnham
on Severn.

St. Briavel's is set atop a hill with a
stunning view out towards the Wye

was the ascent of the right spiral iron
staircase.

Mitcheldean was the second tower of the day and our arrival coincided with a Carnival
procession of 2 cheer leader bands and 3 Morris dance troupes. The church warden kingly
provided us with refreshments(tea) while we had lunch in the church. The ground floor
ringing chamber produced a longish draught and red, velvet covered, screens are put up to
deter the uninitiated from wandering between the ropes.

After lunch then next stop was Littledean with a very light 8 but
Newhaven on Severn were the best bells of the day.

9
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During the course of the day, we rang a wide range methods but also rounds and call changes
for the less experienced ringers. Plain Bob Doubles and St. Simon’s on 5, Cambridge Surprise
on 6 and 8, Grandsire and Stedman 1n 7.

Finally, at the end of a long day,17 sat down for dinner at The George Hotel, Aylburton. A
delicious meal, speedy service and everyone got exactly what they were expecting to get.
Glorious sunshine all day.

Richard John from Norfolk has joined us a number of times in the last couple of months when
visiting his Mum in Coity.

The regular Cowbridge band can now ring Norwich S. Minor reliably and Tom is ringing

Cambridge S. Minor inside and out three newest learners, Robin, Huw and John - all making
steady progress.

Maintenance has had to include splicing the tail ends on the 5th and 6th m, both of which
were fraying where they hit the floor and Chris has taken home treble’s clapper stay for
treatment for woodworm today. We even have a new door mat for ringing chamber.

Elaine John

Cadoxton

Weekly practices and Sunday service ringing have continued as usual since the last newsletter.
We have managed to recruit one new learner in that time. Holly is our new Vicars daughter,

and she is doing very well.

We also recently rang a peal to celebrate the 60th anniversary of our tower captain, Alwyn’s
first peal.

Andrew John

10
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Llandaff

The funeral of David Llewellyn took place on 22nd June at Llandaff Cathedral where Penny
his wife gave a moving eulogy to a full congregation; some had come a considerable distance.
Good ringing on the 12 took place before and after the service with some 40 ringers taking
part including from the Around tour and College Youths. A separate account of his life and
his contribution to ringing is given in this newsletter.

In the last 2 months we have maintained our attendance with always eight or more ringers
both for Sunday morning services (average 10 attendances) and practices (average 13). While
we have concentrated on improving our ringing in rounds and call changes, we have rung Bob
Doubles (with our newer ringers) on all Sundays and Grandsire Triples on half of all Sundays.
While we have rung on at least 8 on all Sundays, we have rung on 12 or 10 on several. We
rang for the service celebrating 150 years of the Mother's Union and the life of Mary Sumner.
We included the ringing of the treble bell donated by the Llandaff Diocesan Mothers Union in
1992 with an all-ladies band.

Georgina Barratt (Deputy Captain) has continued running the first part of the practice
concentrating on our newer ringers. This has involved mainly ringing on 6 with Bob and
Grandsire Doubles on the Treble and inside, as well as Plain Hunt mainly on 5 and 7. For
some of our newer ringers this has extended to ringing Grandsire and Plain Bob Triples. We
have also rung touches of Grandsire on higher numbers as well as Yorkshire Surprise Major to
maintain our skills in method ringing.

Other ringing has included Penarth ringers coming on 20th June to ring for the ordination of
Priests’ service, which included the Priesting of Susannah Griffin, a ringer from Penarth. Two
quarters of Caters (Grandsire and Stedman) have been rung for Evensong Organised by David
Moore. We have also hosted a 12-bell practice for the Llandaff and Monmouth Association.
The Abel simulator continues to be used frequently for training younger recruits (post 18)
who, after a few 2-hour sessions, have now started ringing rounds on 6 on a practice night.

In addition, we have also organised 2 tower tours raising £150 for the Cathedral. Two further tours
are planned for September as part of the "Open Doors" programme. David Moore with the help of
David Hallett has been working on the installation of Hawkear in the tower so we can better assess
our striking on the bells. This has involved creating a sound file for each bell and then ringing both
the middle 8 and all 12 for 1 minute to clarify whether Hawkear can differentiate all the bells when
ringing together. They have also installed a screen in the tower to assist with this process and help
with teaching. The hot weather and humidity have also been affecting the ropes and conditions in
the tower and David Moore has also been looking at ways of addressing this.

Bob Woodward

11
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Llanishen

Weekly practices have mostly continued despite the heat. One wedding chimed for with one
to go. We are digesting the latest annual report following Taylor’s inspection visit.

Our practices continue to attract visitors from other towers in the area, including from both
Association branches. We are grateful for the experience this draws in while helping others to
progress. Our youngest ringer at time of writing is looking forward to Egypt while Andy has
been in Vietnam for work and near Bordeaux for family holiday.

The venue we used last December for our annual night out is already taking bookings for this
year. The ‘C’ word getting ever earlier!.

Roger Harpole

Llantwit Major

We have continued to make progress with regard to our new
ringers who are now confident in bell control and call
changes, progressing to Plain Hunt. All are confident to ring
on Sunday mornings and weddings.

Consequently, we have increased our female members to 7
and for the first time in history we can now perform as a
"Girl Band"

August 1st the church held a Summer Festival during the day with
craft fairs, owls, children’s activities etc. We took the opportunity
to open up the tower and amazingly were inundated with
interested visitors of all ages until 5 pm. Hilary, Katherine, Cath,
" Chris, Roger and Noel demonstrated the art of ringing and gave
the visitors the opportunity to chime the bell. The history of the
i bells was also discussed.
Downstairs, Louise, Julie and Sue kept tabs on the numbers and
. conversing with regards to our practice evenings, Sunday ringing
and our personal inputs into the art. Everyone who took part in the
event came down from the tower with smiley faces and positive

5 feedback. A special guest was our mayor, Graham Morgan and his
consort who shared their enthusiasm and enjoyment.

60 people took part in the tower visit and left the building with a bellringing sticker of which
they were very proud to display. A very successful day was had by all!

Sue Gordon

12
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Sully

At our Thursday night practices we recently had some goes at August Doubles. This is a
variation with a plain lead of St Simon's and the call being a Gloster Extreme. This call only
affects 2 bells, namely the bell about to dodge in 3-4 up which then adds on to this by making
4ths and 3rds place, before going up to the back. The other affected bell is the one making 4
blows behind which proceeds to add on 2 more blows to make 6, before leaving the back.
Here is the 120 we rang and you see that the 5" bell is affected twice in 3-4 up and twice
when it is doing 4 blows behind. You can also see that the 3" is the observation bell and not
affected at all.

2138 L @O

Notice that the Extreme doesn’t take effect until after the lead end.
Now to look up September!

Julian Parker

13
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Penarth

Lots to celebrate in Penarth recently.

Lily, one of our young ringers, went with mum Helen to Nottingham for the Ringing World
young ringer’s competition as a member of Team Cymru. Team Cymru competed in the six-
bell basic call change section and came away as winners. They also got the opportunity to ring
at other towers across Nottingham and had a good day out.

With birthdays and anniversaries, we've rung a variety of fun things.

Chris B celebrated his 40" birthday. Some of us attended a surprise party thrown for him, and
we also rang a quarter peal: 1260 Grandsire Triples. As it was a very hot day, the performance
was attended by several fans.

Chris and Anne Saunders celebrated their 51% wedding anniversary and we rang a Sunday
service touch of 51 Erin Triples, called by Chris. Emily, another of our young ringers,
celebrated her 14" birthday by calling al4 of original triples during Sunday service ringing. In
the final round of fun for this month for the Saunders family, for the first time five of them
rang a plain course of bob doubles together at Sully.

In other tower news, we are now fundraising for new ropes and are grateful to David G for
giving away his 3d printers in return for donations towards this.
In September we are looking forward to our annual tower outing.

Sarah Greenaway

Radyr

We held a tower open day at Radyr on 4" July as part of the church 'Family Fun Day' and had
a steady stream of visitors keen to see what bellringing is about. Even better we managed to
encourage a couple of the visitors to come along on a practice night and they've now been

learning with us for a few weeks.

We also hosted the Llandaff branch 8-bell practice on 3™ August, though the hot weather
meant we probably didn't ring as well as we could have done.

We generally hold a few social events every year, including a summer barbecue. This year's
was on 1%t August and also acted as a celebration of Meriel's retirement and 60" birthday!

Andrew Gainsbury

14
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Pontypridd

For the most part we have continued to hold Practice nights during the heatwave and holiday
period, the bell tower with its density of stonework offering some respite from the high
temperatures.

We paid a visit to Coity Tower in mid-July where it was a joy to ring with a band at a similar
level to ours. Thanks are due to Philip and Rhys for their very warm welcome. We enjoyed
our visit very much.

Back in Ponty our band continues to grow, and we have another 3 learners, starting from
scratch. Charlie and Robert continue to support us with their expert tuition, and we couldn’t
have progressed so well without them. As we are a little unbalanced in terms of experience,
we are enjoying ringing Stedman singles (under the direction of Robert,) as we don’t
usually have enough for doubles.

Our piece de resistance of July, was our visit to Pentre to practise ringing for a wedding.
Much jollity was had and we even managed to introduce the bride to be, to the wonders of
our Art.

We have planned an Open Day for early September to introduce residents and visitors to
Pontypridd to the Bell Tower and workings of the bells. We aim to serve afternoon tea in an
effort to raise funds towards the painting of the bell frame, which will finalise all

the recommendations made by the BMG (3years ago by now.)

Onwards and upwards!

Cheryl Lavington

15
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Coity

Since the last edition, we have had various practices with our youngest ringer who is coming
along leaps and bounds, confidently being able to ring for rounds on all six bells! With
support from our more experienced ringers.

We also had a lovely visit from another Llandaff tower when the Pontypridd Ringers joined us
for a practice. It was a great use for both towers to be able to learn from each other and give
support when/ if it was needed. We at Coity would like to extend our thanks and appreciation
to the ringers of Pontypridd for their visit and their help!

On the 4™ July two of our young Ringers Rhys Fairchild and Jack Disley were given the
opportunity to travel up to Nottingham to compete in the Ringing Worlds National Youth
Competition 2026 where Team Cymru went for gold in the Simple Six Bell call changes
section. This was a great achievement for both Rhys and Jack, as this competition was the
very last Youth competition for the both of them.

Leading onto the next piece of tower news as the tower also celebrated Rhys’ 18" birthday.
As a Tower we all signed a card and gave it to him the Sunday before his birthday due to his
actual birthday falling on our towers practice night. We also celebrated our ringers who
received their exam results with them all passing with flying colours!

In September, All the Churches across Bridgend will be open for the public to come in and
look around. On September 19th we will also be celebrating the 300" anniversary of the
casting of the bells. to mark the occasion, we will be having open ringing in St Mary’s Church
Coity from 2-4pm everyone is welcome to come along and have a ring to mark the occasion.
If you are unable to attend but would still like to see the event, as long as technology stays on
our side we will be live streaming the ringing on Facebook via our Facebook account.

We continue to hold our practice on Wednesday nights at 7pm and Sunday at 9pm for Sunday
worship. Feel free to contact our Tower Captain, Philip Williams on 01656 729617.

Rhys Fairchild
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Caerphilly

Circumstances have meant my having to miss a couple of reports on any news of Caerphilly
ringers but in truth there would not have been much to report on anyway nor indeed is there at
present. It does however continue to amaze us that over such a short space of time we have
morphed from what was basically a group of ancient male ringers with concerns over the future
of ringing in Caerphilly into a larger membership of mixed age and gender with a resultant great
atmosphere among our team and our being generally content about what may lie ahead.

There continues to be an apparent trend for the tower being used for visits by those part of the
more local ringing community with since my last report a visit for the Branch 8 Bell Practice,
due by the time this report is published a visit for the Association Surprise Major Practice, and
future visits booked for a Branch Practice and the Association Daytime Practice. We are a group
who because of circumstances and to a much lesser extent geography find ourselves not able to
be very much involved with Association affairs, but we do feel support and are grateful for the
opportunity these visits provide to give at least some measure of this.

Peter Jones

Association Clothing

We are pleased to say Association Clothing is now available to order. See the website for
the order form.
https://www.llanmon.org.uk/association/association-clothing
Or contact Yvonne John for more information — clothing@llanmon.org.uk
or Tel: 07779 925015
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BELL MAINTENANCE GROUP UPDATE

10™ July was a most productive day. The group met at Baglan for an inspection resulting in 4
stays being tightened and a transom bolt and 2 transom bolt nuts being replaced on three
wheels. In the afternoon we went to Newton Nottage where we replaced two temporary ropes
with two that had newly spliced top ends. Two fraying tail ends were also spliced and are
good for the foreseeable future. A missing stay bolt nut was replaced, and four sticky runner
boards were scrubbed clean with a detergent solution. Then on to Bridgend to remove the
stub of the treble’s broken, woodworm infested stay from the headstock pocket and insert a
new stay.

We do not meet in August as it is holiday time!

If any member of the L. and M. has a bell maintenance query or would like their peal of bells
inspected (free of charge) then please do get in touch with me and the BMG will do its best to
help.

Joy Kipling
bmg@llanmon.org.uk
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Young Ringers

The Young Ringers of the Llandaff and Monmouth association are a group of ringers all under
the age of 30 who meet every term for a practice at towers across the two branches. We aim
our practices at young ringers in our association as well as local students from across South
Wales. These events are currently organised and run by Debbie and Matthew Turner who do
an excellent job of supporting young ringers.

We recently met at Coity in May and had a good practice ranging from rounds and call
changes to Grandsire Doubles with all the young ringers having a good go at what they’re
learning. Then in July, a group of us competed in the Ringing World National Youth Contest
in Nottingham and ended up winning our category of 6-bell basic call changes. This was a
great moment for all young ringers in our association because it shows the progress that we
have made from when we first started these youth practices.

A few weeks ago, a large amount of us met up for pizza at Franco Manca’s which is a
restaurant in Cardiff city centre. After the meal, we joined in at the St John’s local practice
and lots of us had their first experience of ringing on 10. We rang a range of doubles methods,
Grandsire Triples, Plain Hunt on 7 and more. We all very much enjoyed not just the ringing
but also the social aspect of going for pizza beforehand.

The next event is to be on Saturday 3™ October. If you are aged under 30 and would like to
come along, please email Debbie at youngringers@llanmon.org.uk for further information or
arrange for your parent/carer to email if you are under the age of 18. Even though our young
ringer’s group has expanded throughout years, we can always do with more ringers! If you are
a ringer under the age of 30 or if you know someone who is and would like to be involved,
please email Debbie about joining us.

Catherine Turner
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Lesshess

As many know, Lessness Surprise Major is now quite widely rung as it is part of the so-called
“Core 7. What however is not very well known is the origin of the name “Lessness”.

In early 1937 a peal of what was then a brand-new method was rung at St John the Baptist
Church in Erith. Here are the details from the Ringing World: -

Kent County Association

Erith, Kent St John the Baptist

Monday, 22 February 1937 in 3 hours (Tenor 15 cwt in G)
5088 Lessness Surprise Major

Composed by J Reeves

1 John Wheadon

2 John H Cheesman

3 Edwin A Barnett

4 Harry Hoskins

5 Herbert E Audsley

6 Harry Hoverd

7 Frederick J Cullum (C)
8 Harry Parkes

This method is now rung for the first time.
The author is Mr E W Tipler.

In another issue of the Ringing World under Belfry Gossip, it was reported that the first peal
of Lessness Surprise Major, a method by E W Tipler, was tung at Erith on February 22", A
previous attempt by the same band, on February 13th, came to grief after 2 hours 34 minutes,
through the breaking of the tenor clapper. The report continued with these questions: -

By the way, what does the title mean? Has it anything to do with thought, or care, or hope?
Will the next in the series be “Fullness™?

In response this letter was sent by E A Barnett, a member of the band: -

Sir, To anyone unacquainted with North Kent, the name given to the new Surprise method in
your issue of March 5™ is rather puzzling. and I am not surprised that you mention it in Belfry
Gossip.

Mr Cullum, in naming it Lessness, has perpetuated the name of an old Abbey which existed at

one time in the parish of Erith, from which the town of Abbey Wood (still in though civil
parish of Erith) takes its name.
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Lessness Woods, presumably part of the Abbey grounds, was acquired some few years ago to
form part of London's 'green belt’.
E Barnett, Crayford

So, there you have it!

Julian Parker

Ringing for Mary Sumner day

Sunday the 9" August was Mary Sumner day and the 150 years milestone of the Mothers
Union. Nine performances from the Llandaff & Monmouth Association were put onto
bellboard and I know of a least one other where chiming took place to acknowledge this event
but has not been recorded.

Two quarter peals were rung with the remaining ringing being attributed to General Ringing
or Chiming.

The footnote from Llandaff Cathedral is of particular interest, as noted below,

“The treble of the twelve was the gift of the Llandaff Diocesan Mothers Union when the bells
were rehung and augmented in 19927

Thank you to everyone who took part. Throughout the country there were only 29
performances linked to this event so as an association we made a big effort.

Pauline Morris
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200 Club Results

June 2026

Prize Number Name
£30 15 David Moore (Llandaff)
£15 174 Sam Emmott (Llanedeyrn)
£10 83 Llandaff Tower
£10 101 Richard Rowe (Llanishen)
£10 105 David Weston (Llanedeyrn)

July 2026

Prize Number Name
£30 186 Ali Robinson (Llandaff)
£15 180 Llanedeyrn Tower
£10 16 Owen Francis (Rumney)
£10 17 Mike Kemp (Cowbridge)
£10 95 Newport Tower

August 2026

Prize Number Name

£30 37 Andrew Gainsbury (Radyr)
£15 52 Redwick Tower

£10 20 Sheila Denison (ex-Monmouth Branch)
£10 162 Sam Bolingbroke (ex-Monmouth Branch)
£10 7 Wendy Reilly (Rumney)
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Meet your new Safeguarding Coordinator

I have been elected as Safeguarding Coordinator for the Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan of
Church Bellringers and would like to introduce myself to those who do not know me. I learnt
to ring in Chepstow as a child and have been a member of Llandaff Cathedral for nearly
twenty years.

I have been in school teaching all my working life and have taught primary and secondary
school children as well as working in Adult Education for a few years as a Welsh teacher.
Throughout this time, I have undergone many hours of safeguarding training.

In my new role, I will be acting as a safeguarding champion within the Association,
encouraging people to follow the guidelines set out by the Church in Wales. 1 will be a point
of contact for any issues that arise and communicate with the Church In Wales as necessary.

I will write regularly in these newsletters to give you suggestions on your roles and
responsibilities as bellringers, in particular Tower Captains, and those who run extra practices.
Tower Captains and Deputy Tower Captains need to have a valid DBS certificate and have
completed Module A and B of the Church In Wales Safeguarding Awareness course. [ am
currently arranging a Module B course specific to bellringing which will take place in person
in the autumn. More details to follow. 1 will also be providing other suggestions for
bellringers on how to keep children and vulnerable adults safe as bellringers.

You can contact me via the Association website or on safeguarding(@llanmon.org.uk

Meriel Gainsbury
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David Llewellyn Obituary
31 August 1938-29'" May 2026

David died aged 87 on 29th May 2026. He had a lifelong
relationship with Llandaff Cathedral which began in 1947 when, at
the age of 9, he won a scholarship to be a Cathedral chorister,
boarding at the Cathedral School and becoming a Deans Scholar
before leaving at age 13. His early musical education nurtured
David’s great love of classical music and, following in his father’s
footsteps, he became an accomplished pianist with a wide repertoire
of favourites from Bach to Scott Joplin.

After Choir School, David attended Blundells School at Tiverton in Devon, following in the
footsteps of his Cornish cousins and joining them for idyllic extended summer holidays in
Charlestown in Cornwall. These were particularly happy times — fishing and sailing with his
grandfather and Uncle — and starting a love of Cornwall and the sea which would remain with

him throughout his life.

On leaving Blundells, David lived with his parents in Rhoose. This is where his bellringing
journey began, first learning to ring on the 6 bells at Porthkerry in 1956 (under the tutelage of
Les Malins) then with other University ringers at St Johns in Cardiff and sometimes in
Llandaff — where a fledging band was being taught to ring after a long break when the bells
were out of action during and after the war.

After a pregraduand year, David became an undergraduate in (then) University College
Cardiff, where he met with Trevor Lewis, Brian Kingston, another student hailing from Builth
Wells, Neil Bennet and David Walklate. After a Radyr practice one night they decided to form
the University of Wales Bellringing Society. Good ringing and good beer making for an
enjoyable social life. David made lifelong friends whom he treasured, and they supported
each other throughout his life.

Following the death of his parents, when he was 25, David’s sister Janet and her husband
Tony generously welcomed him into their home in Rhoose. David graduated with a degree in
Chemistry and started his career in the Distillers Company, later taken over by BP, where he
became a plastics technologist.

David’s ringing and social life continued hand in hand and he regularly attended practice
nights in St John’s Church in central Cardiff where post ringing social time in the pub was
always part of the evening. Keen ringers from Llandaff also attended these practices and it
wasn’t long before David was offering Penny, his future wife, a lift home to Llandaff. He rang
several peals with her before they were married at the Cathedral on St Davids Day 1966.
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They welcomed their first- born son in December the same year; a daughter followed, and as
the family expanded, they moved from Rhoose to Llandaff. Soon their second son and
daughter were born, completing the family. David was very proud of his children and was a
constant source of love, stability and support to them as they grew up.

When BP plastics transferred to Scotland the family made the difficult decision that, as the
children were at a crucial point in their education, David should move alone and live
temporarily with another ringing family, also affected by the BP move. A difficult time
followed with Penny spending long periods in hospital. But, as ever, David put his family first
and arranged to return from Scotland transferring to a less interesting job in BP Barry, before
taking early retirement.

This was not the end of David’s working life and his self-taught expertise in IT enabled him to
gain a post in the Church in Wales headquarters in Cardiff, where he spent a fulfilling and
happy decade as the Information Coordinator before retiring in 2003. For many years he was
custodian of the Church in Wales Constitution, an epic document derived from 1920 when the
Church in Wales was disestablished. After he retired, he still visited annually the widows of
Welsh clergy to share a cup of tea and bring them a little gift, a card and an envelope detailing
the pensions increases.

This second retirement signalled a new chapter in their lives. David and Penny travelled to
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and around Europe. Always an enthusiastic traveller, David
was full of ideas of places to visit and how best to see them. Probably the highlight of these
travels for David was flying on Concorde to New York — a former air cadet, and still with a
keen interest in flying — David loved it — seeing the curve of the Earth and flying supersonic-
flying to New York faster than their grandchildren can today.

David continued to take an active role in ringing and in Cathedral life. He played a major role
in the appeal to recast the 10 and make Llandaff- a 12- bell tower in 1992. This was a great
success, and he continued patiently teaching many new learners the art and science of bell
handling. Always reliable and diligent — he would quietly just get on with whatever needed
doing.

25




Look To! September 2026

David devoted a lifetime of service to the Cathedral and the Church in Wales in many roles as
well as ringing. This has included editing both the parish magazine aptly called “The Bell”
and the Cathedral Music scheme. In the 1970’s and 1980°s he was Treasurer for the tower and
played a vital role as steeple keeper and flag master for half a century. He spent periods
covering 10 years as Tower Captain and was Deputy Captain for 9 years up to February 2026
shortly before his death. He also played many important roles in the South Wales ringing
community including being Master of the Llandaff and Monmouth Association, Librarian,
Peal recorder and most recently being the editor of the Llandaff and Monmouth Association
annual report. He was delighted to complete his work on this only a few days before his
illness took hold. He was acclaimed for his work on this at the Association's AGM this year.

David rang his first peal of 6 doubles methods at Penarth in 1958. By 1959 he was ringing
peals of Surprise Major and in the early 1960's this extended to peals on 10 and 12 bells. He
was honoured to be invited to ring on Wilfred Williams peal tours and in later years enjoyed
ringing on the "Around” Tours. He was proud to receive a certificate as a 50-year Member of
the Ancient Society of College Youths. David kept meticulous record of his ringing, and it is
believed that he pealed all the towers in Glamorgan except one. He rang at many of the 12’s
around the UK, mainly with Tudor Edwards. Around Tours, “Wilfred” tours, a tour to
America, Welsh Days Out, ASCY dinners - all helped build his total of 1290 peals in 358
towers with 998 different ringers and of which he conducted 64. Of these peals 869 were rung
for the Llandaff and Monmouth Association and 133 for the College Youths. He had a long
association and friendship with Tudor Edwards with whom he rang 727 peals and Peter
Bennett with whom he rang 492. He rang a wide range of methods, by far the most being 160
peals of Stedman Cinques.

David was one of those people who are quiet but always around, doing those jobs which need
to be done, not necessarily high profile but which keep the cogs turning, or perhaps we should
say the bearings, pulleys and bells turning. He loved the Cathedral, his bells and the church
where he rang his most peals (183). He also helped with work at many local towers including
in the 1970s, Radyr bells were not going well on their plain bearings, particularly so for the

heavier bells. Something needed to be done and by then David, as a Llandaff ringer, offered
his help.

He was an excellent accurate and reliable ringer; it was really easy to ring one’s bell round
him. He was a first-class teacher (not all good ringers make good teachers!) and so was able to
help raw beginners with their handling through to Surprise Maximus ringers with tips about
coursing bells. In short, everyone benefited from his expertise and knowledge his speed and
neatness in rope splicing left most well behind.
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One of his finest achievements was to ring the whole series of iconic Pitman spliced
compositions at Aberavon, the great composer’s home tower. After a delay of 25 years a peal
board was erected there and dedicated at a delightful gathering of the surviving ringers with
members of the Pitman family. Within a few months, the church was closed. For many years,
David shared an ambition with many to ring a peal at every one of the rings of eight bells in
Wales. The 12’s and 10’°s were straightforward, and David used his detailed knowledge and
contacts within the Church in Wales to obtain the necessary consents. However, one tower
resisted all approaches, much to fellow ringers’ collective chagrin, it is understood that those
eager to achieve that goal are still frustrated.

Throughout their long-married life Penny had never known David be ill, and so it was a huge
shock when his health started to deteriorate. As always, he was stoical, cheerful and he
remained active through radiotherapy on his throat, the fitting of a pacemaker and the removal
of a kidney. Never complaining and seemingly always optimistic — David was thrilled to
receive a card from the King for their 60th wedding anniversary. The family had a joyful
celebration at the Plymouth Arms, St. Fagan's in Cardiff on St David's Day this year.

Very soon after this celebration, the devastating news was received that, despite chemo and
immunotherapy, David’s renal cancer was terminal. Even though his health was rapidly
declining, David was adamant that he did not want to go into hospital and the family were
glad to nurse him at home with the immeasurable support of the Marie Curie carers whose
cheerful presence twice each day lifted all the family’s spirits. Until the very end David’s
wonderful friends kept in touch. demonstrating the wide respect and esteem in which he was
held. Visiting and taking him out in the wheelchair on good days — it meant so much
especially to David and to his family.

David died at home, as he wished, very peacefully with his family around him. He was
Penny’s soulmate for over 60 years — a wonderful husband, father and grandfather and a
quietly exceptional man. His funeral was held at Llandaff Cathedral on 22nd June with open
ringing before and after on the 12 bells with the Cathedral flag at half- mast. The service was
taken by the Dean, Jason Bray, who visited him at home the day before he died. David was a
true friend and gentleman, and we will all miss him greatly.

Bob Woodward and Penny Llewellyn
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Association Website Services

Mailing Lists

If you haven’t already done so, please consider subscribing to our various Mailing Lists to
keep in touch with what’s going on. Choose as many or as few as you wish:
https://www.llanmon.org.uk/mailing-lists See the note at the top of the form about changing
existing subscriptions of you wish to.

Members Contact Details and Preferences

If you haven’t already done so (or wish to update previously provided information), please
help us to help you by providing your contact details and preferences for receiving the Annual
Report, etc.:

https://www.llanmon.org.uk/members/updated-members-details

Details provided will be used solely for Membership Admin and matters personal to you
regarding your Membership. They will not be used for routine contact or mail shots, etc.
That is the role of the Mailing Lists.

Any questions then please ask!
John Vesey, Webmaster, Llandaff & Monmouth DACBR webmaster@llanmon.org.u

28




Look To! September 2026

QO @
(el

~

(1 1
,(P"Q ®
(

Save the Date
Association AGM
Saturday 24" April 2027
Venue: TBC
Time: TBC

As well as a weekly update on
the world of ringing, we offer:

Lﬁé‘rfuv‘rinxshtr cortificates
S T i 033 N N A K
- Fecord el

ASKkus aboul:

tower subSeRp tions

A : . . 5 - NSO 1
. : . y Caift
111 / 5
, , \ =2
J {/ . -
[ 4
4/ 1 ! .
/ ’I;‘»e'w ekly agazing jor rirlgers Lince 1911
{ f putinore at wwiWh. ringitiworld cc 2
‘V r' ’ |

29




Q@
Llandaff and Monmouth
DACBR

QUIZ NIGHT

ﬂ9 Oct 26 -F

7:30 pm — i

223 Teams of up to 6 | (T
= Everyone Welcome! <




Bell Ringingth
i Event! ng ng

7 - COME AND HAVE A GO!

[0 SATURDAY 19T SEPTEMBER
—2PM -4PM — _
St Mary's Church, Coity

TRY RINGING THE BELLS!

* CCTV RECORDINGS OF THE BELLS |, F 5
IN ACTION! >

FUN FOR ALL AGES!

%> ALL WELCOME!





