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EDITORIAL 
Schools out for summer! Well… for me it is anyway. Exams are done and now its time to 
celebrate. This year I have to come to terms with it being my very last year in school and now 
that I have had my very last day I have mixed emotions. On the one hand I am happy to be at 
the stage where I can move on to the next chapter of education and on the other hand I’m still 
happy because I don’t have to have an alarm for 3 months now.  
 
There have been numerous bells ringing opportunities this quarter including several weddings 
across Bridgend’s Ministry Area, Llandaff branch striking competition and ringing trips and 
other practices. I attended the Clevedon ringing trip arranged by Andrew Gainsbury on the 
13th June which was a real treat. The only issue I had with the day is that I didn’t realize that 
the sun was on me, when I got to my car after the day out, I found out the hard way that the 
sun by the coast is lethal.  
 
Now I am sure you have noticed that I have made a big change to the front of the Look To! I 
have decided to attempt to further modernise the Look To! To appeal to the younger ringers 
across the branch as well as keeping the traditional features like a church as a front cover. 
Over the next few editions, I will be trailing the different styles to engage with the wider 
audiences. All ideas will be very much welcomed and feedback on any changes will be 
considered. Happy Bell Ringing See you next time! 
Rhys Fairchild 
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Chairmans Quarterly Chat 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I’m sure you will all join me in offering our sincere 
condolences to the family of David Llewellyn who passed 
away last week.  Dave was a stalwart of the association, an 
honorary life member and particularly the Llandaff Cathedral 
band with who he rang for over 70 years.  He will be sorely 
missed by his ringing friends and colleagues throughout the 
world. Rest in Peace. 
 
A plea from our Association Treasurer (Andy Muir)  
Whilst many towers have paid their members annual 
subscriptions into the Association bank account.  Would towers 
please accompany the payment with a short email explaining 
which members it refers to!  Otherwise, it becomes a guessing 
game and chasing up exercise! It also helps enormously with 
our membership lists. 
 
Sunday August 9th this year is the Annual Mary Sumner day. 
Mary was the founder of the Mothers Union and they have 
asked that bells throughout the country could be rung to mark 
the occasion.  I’m hoping that we can play a part in this 
commemoration and note the effort on Bellboard. 
 
Andy Lingard 
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Words of The Ringing Master 
  
Branch Master’s Update 
First, thank you to Peter Giles who has run the ringing in the Branch for the last 6 years.  He 
started with 2 assistants who both dropped by the wayside so has run things by himself while 
introducing various initiatives such as Friday evening and Saturday morning practices.  Shock 
horror – practices have been on Saturday afternoons for the last 90 years!  So, we started to 
see a few new faces that couldn’t make a Saturday afternoon – change can be good. 
 
Peter suggested that his successor ‘reach out’ to the membership to understand what they need 
from the Branch and listen to their suggestions.  Therein lies a problem as I’m not sure the 
Association email system actually reaches the majority of the membership.  Sure, the emails 
get sent out, but do all the tower correspondents bring them to the attention of their band, or 
do they just get lost in the flood of emails that seem to circulate these days?! 
So, what do you want from the Branch?  It is up to you to let me know.  One thing is for sure, 
I cannot come to each and every tower; there simply isn’t enough time!  You need to come to 
us, and the Branch and the 8-bell practices that are run every month are your first port of call. 
 
I wanted to arrange an ‘away day’ to the new ring of 10 bells at Pembroke in August.  But 
I’ve postponed that for now as the Church authorities seem reluctant to commit to booking the 
bells when something else might appear in the Church diary.  So, I’m planning a visit on 1st 
August to the Monmouth Branch to ring at a couple of nice towers there – details will follow. 
Chris Kipling 

 
Safeguarding Forms 

I have been asked by the Association to include the safeguarding forms in further editions of 
the Look To! It is highly encouraged by the church of Wales that we all complete the modules 
especially if you are teaching new ringers. Please view the forms/ modules and explain the 
importance of safeguarding. https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/en/ministry-area-
support/safeguarding/ 
Rhys Fairchild 

 
 

https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/en/ministry-area-support/safeguarding/
https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/en/ministry-area-support/safeguarding/
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The Bells of Llantrisant  
The bells of Llantrisant Church have played a central role in the life of the parish for more 
than five centuries. Their story reflects not only developments in bell-ringing technology but 
also the changing fortunes of the church itself. 
 
The church tower was constructed during the late fifteenth century, providing a prominent 
landmark visible across the surrounding landscape. While records from this period are scarce, 
it is likely that bells were installed soon after the tower's completion, serving both religious 
and civic purposes by marking the hours, calling worshippers to prayer, and celebrating 
important events. 
 
During the upheavals of the Reformation, many church treasures across Britain were removed, 
sold, or destroyed. Local tradition suggests that any bells then hanging in Llantrisant may 
have been removed and taken to Tewkesbury Abbey. While definitive evidence has not 
survived, the period undoubtedly brought significant changes to church life and worship. 

 
In 1718, the parish commissioned the renowned Evans Bellfounders of Chepstow to provide a 
new ring of six bells. To accommodate their installation, the large arch at the west end of the 
church was bricked up, allowing the bells to be rung from the ground floor of the tower. These 
bells became an integral part of community life, sounding for services, weddings, funerals, 
national celebrations, and local events. 
 
By the nineteenth century, the church required extensive restoration. The distinguished 
architect J. P. Seddon was commissioned to undertake work on the tower and church. As part 
of this programme, the previously bricked-up west arch was reopened, restoring the tower's 
original architectural appearance and improving access within the building. 
 
Despite the restoration work, the bells themselves received little attention. Over time, 
deterioration became evident, and the third bell was discovered to be cracked, affecting both 
the quality and reliability of the ring. 
 
A remarkable discovery was made in 1892 when excavation work beneath the tower floor 
uncovered the remains of a bell foundry in situ. This revealed that the 1718 bells had actually 
been cast on site, an unusual and historically significant finding. Following the discovery, it 
was decided to replace the cracked bell and install a completely new bell frame. 
 
The work was entrusted to Charles Carr of Smethwick. Although the project solved some 
immediate structural concerns, later bell-ringing experts regarded the installation as 
unsatisfactory. 
The frame design and tuning of the replacement bell were considered poor, leaving the bell 
sharp of its intended note and diminishing the overall musical quality of the ring. 
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In 1926, the distinguished bellfounders John Taylor & Co. of Loughborough were 
commissioned to enhance the ring. Two new treble bells were cast and installed, increasing 
the number of bells from six to eight. This allowed a wider variety of ringing methods and 
brought Llantrisant into line with many other important parish churches. 
 
During the 1940s, members of the local ringing band undertook work to rehang the sixth bell. 
Their efforts reflected the continuing commitment of local volunteers who maintained the 
bells through periods when resources were limited. 
 
After many decades of use, a detailed inspection of the bells and frame in 2011 revealed 
serious structural and mechanical issues. The installation was declared unsafe and effectively 
unringable. The ringing ropes were removed from the chamber, and for the first time in 
generations the bells fell silent, bringing an end to regular full-circle ringing. 
 
Before any restoration of the bells could be considered, attention had to be given to the tower 
itself. In 2022, extensive repointing of the external masonry and repairs to the tower roof were 
undertaken to prevent further water ingress. These essential works safeguarded both the tower 
structure and the wider church building. 
 
With the tower secured, efforts turned once again to the bells. The Ellacombe chiming 
apparatus was repaired, allowing the bells to be chimed once more. Handbell ringing also 
resumed, ensuring that the tradition of bell-ringing remained alive within the parish. At the 
same time, an ambitious project was launched to restore full-circle ringing and secure the 
future of the bells for generations to come. 
 
In 2025, the existing eight bells were carefully removed from the tower and transported to 
Nicholson Engineering in Bridport for refurbishment and retuning. A completely new steel 
bell frame was fabricated to replace the outdated Victorian structure. To further enhance the 
ring, two new treble bells were cast in the Netherlands, increasing the total number of bells 
from eight to ten. 
 
Following the completion of the restoration, the bells returned to Llantrisant in 2026 and were 
installed within their new frame. After fifteen years of silence, the sound of full-circle ringing 
once again echoed across the town. On Easter Sunday 2026, the restored ring of ten bells was 
rung publicly for the first time, marking a historic moment in the life of the church and 
celebrating the successful preservation of a tradition that stretches back more than five 
hundred years. 
 
Today, the bells stand not only as musical instruments but also as a living connection between 
generations of worshippers, ringers, and townspeople whose lives have been marked by their 
sound. 
Nigel Bosanko 
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News from the Treasurer 
 

I was appointed treasurer for the whole association at the AGM in the middle of April. Since 
then, we have been winding up the branch accounts and the branch treasurers should have this 
completed in the next few weeks. 
 
I have contacted all the towers within the association with details of an estimate of the 
subscriptions due from your individual towers.  This was based on the records of the names of 
members in each tower, which I also supplied. 
 
Many of you have emailed me with details of members who have joined or left your tower 
and this has been very helpful. I have updated our records accordingly. 
 
At present the association has received 27 tower subscriptions out of a total of 55 towers that I 
contacted. This represents a total payment of £1232 out of an estimated total of £2830. 
 
For those of you that have not sent me an update of your membership I would be grateful if 
you could supply me with this information so that I can update our records. 
 
In order to remind you the annual subscription rate agreed at this year’s AGM is £7 for adult 
members with a reduced rate of £5 for children under 18, students and those who are 
unemployed.  It was decided that retired members should also pay £7 which is a change from 
last year. 
 
My contact details: - 
 
Email treasurer@llanmon.org.uk 
 
Address: - Andrew Muir, 18 Waterloo Road, Cardiff, CF23 5AE. 
 
 
 

  

mailto:treasurer@llanmon.org.uk
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Payment of Tower Subscriptions. 
 
Preferably by BACS.  Please include your tower name in the reference. 
 
Payee: - Llandaff and Monmouth DACBR. 
Sort Code: - 54-21-36 
Account Number: - 45889872 
 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, please make the cheque payable using the above details, 
and send it to me with details of which tower you represent. 
Thanks to you who have already supplied me with an updated tower member list, and to those 
that have submitted the subscription payment. 
Andy Muir 
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News From Around the Branch 
 
Pen-Y-Fai 
 
We have 2 adults wanting to learn, so hope we can keep them. Thomas is a very good teacher 
and Harry and Stuart are learning to ring up and down. We rang at Newcastle for their 24 
Hours of prayer celebrations. 
Trisha Owen 

 
   Cowbridge  

Hello from Cowbridge, Llanblethian and St. Hilary, 
Marching on, 
The 4th March saw an extra practice at Holy Cross to christen the newly installed simulator. 
It’s quickly shown it’s worth as a great teaching aid for new handlers and for helping to hone 
listening skills. So useful in the transition from tied practices to the full practices. 
The variety of methods rung at Sunday services and in general practices has progressed 
well.  St. Simon’s at the beginning of March, also St. Martin's and in May St. Osmund was 
added to the repertoire.   
 
No fools in April, 
Maintenance is never far from the top of the Tower’s agenda and the annual bell inspections 
took place between 13th March and the 4th April.  A substantial handle has been added to the 
door at the base of Holy Cross tower making it possible to close and lock the door without risk 
of losing a finger or two. A number of clappers have been identified as needing rebushing at 
both Llanblethian and Holy Cross.  
 
May the sun shine always at your back, It certainly did for the Association Open Tower Day, 
4th May with both Holy Cross and Llanblethian hosting visiting ringers and Chris K 
overseeing the ringing at Llantrisant on their new bells. A dedication to these new bells having 
taken place on St. David’s day. 
Thanks to Joy, Chris, Mike K and Elaine for their assistance across the towers. Plus, a big 
Thank You to the ringers who were so complimentary about the quality of the ring at 
Llanblethian. 
 
At the other end of the same week, May 9th, ringers from Cowbridge won the Method section 
of the Branch striking comp. Well done to David, Andrea, Jack, Tom, Chris and Joy. Extra 
congratulations to Tom in his first competition.  The team ringing in the Call Changes section 
came 3rd of 6 teams. The Call Change band were Helen, Jen, Sophie, Charlie, Chris and Joy. 
Two new to competition being Sophie and Charlie. Well done everyone. 
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Holy Cross and Penarth will represent the Llandaf Branch in the Pitman (Association) 
competition in Llanederyn on June 17th. 
  
Barely a week later, on 16th May, a number of our ringers were in action again with a QP 
1340 Cambridge S. 6 in 46min at Laleston. This was rung to mark the 800th anniversary of 
the founding of the church.  Four Cowbridge ringers and regular visitors were in the band. 
Congratulations on a first of Cambridge inside for Andrea and first of treble bob for Jack. 
 
May continued to be busy with the Cowbridge Food Festival weekend and Holy Cross hosting 
Tower Tours on the 25th.  A busy day when 8 band members spent a couple of hours showing 
members of the public the bells, explaining a bit about ringing and escorting them onto the 
roof in scorching heat.  A good recruitment result with two new learners and enough money to 
pay the tower donations for our annual outing to the Forest of Dean in July.  Happy days👍😃! 
 
Jumping into June, 
Early June saw four aspiring steeple keepers spend a couple of hours crawling around the 6 
bells at St. Hilary as part of the Bell Maintenance course run by the BMG. A thoroughly well 
spent afternoon learning about commonly found faults and how to correct them. 
Elaine John 
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Llandaff 
 
We are very sad to report the death of David Llewellyn at home on 29th May. He was a 
stalwart, long serving and respected member of the ringing community both at Llandaff 
Cathedral, across Wales and the rest of the UK. He will be missed. He last rang at Llandaff at 
the end of January when he became too unwell to climb the stairs. He was able to celebrate his 
60th wedding anniversary on St. David's Day with Penny and the family but became more 
unwell soon after that. During his illness at home, he and Penny welcomed many visitors and 
the family gave him unstinting support. We will give a fuller account of his life and 
contribution to ringing later and after his funeral at Llandaff Cathedral on 22nd June. 
 
The last 4 months have again been busy for us. We have maintained our attendance with 
always nine or more ringers both for Sunday morning services (average 11 attendances) and 
practices (average just over 14). We have been helped considerably by visitors and some of 
our regular ringers who travel considerable distances to be with us. While we have 
concentrated on improving our ringing in rounds and call changes, we have rung Bob Doubles 
(with our newer ringers) and Grandsire Triples on almost all Sundays as well as Stedman Triples, 
Bristol Major and Cambridge on occasions. While we have rung on at least 8 on all Sundays, we 
have rung on 12 or 10 on half and have been steadily improving our ringing of rounds on the 
higher numbers. 
 
Our practices have also been well attended. Georgina Barratt (elected Deputy Captain at our recent 
AGM) has been running the first part of the practice concentrating on our newer ringers. This has 
involved mainly ringing on 6 with Bob and Grandsire Doubles on the Treble and inside, as well as 
Plain Hunt mainly on 5 and 7 This has helped improve the standard of ringing and this is reflected 
in our ringing on Sunday mornings. While we have concentrated on developing skills in rounds 
(particularly on 12 when we have had the capacity), Plain Hunt and Bob and Grandsire Doubles, 
we have also rung touches of  Grandsire on higher numbers as well as  Yorkshire and Bristol 
Surprise Major on a few occasions To maintain our skills in method ringing, Fred Jackson has 
arranged a further successful practice on a Friday at the Cathedral for more advanced ringing. 
 
In addition, there has been other ringing taking place over 
the period. This has included ringing for evensong on 
International Women's Day organised by Meriel Gainsbury. 
The other picture is of our band who came second (out of 
seven) in the call change section of the Branch striking 
competition at Llantwit Major- this was quite an 
achievement as the band included 2 of our recent recruits 
(team photo on next page).   
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There have also been 2 quarters for evensong organised by 
David Moore one of which was of Little Bob Royal to 
celebrate the 60th wedding anniversary of Penny and David 
Llewellyn. There were 2 other quarter peal attempts as well 
as a peal attempt during the period. We have also hosted the 
Association 12 Bell (twice) and Surprise Major practices. 
 

We thank Clare Grevin for organising a very enjoyable evening meal at Mowgli’s in Whitchurch 
on a Tuesday when we were unable to practice. This included a quiz about how well we knew our 
fellow ringers. Based on the results from the 18 attending for which the pair with the highest 
number of correct answers was 3 – not well was the answer. 
Bob Woodward 

  
Llanishen 
 
We continue to ring most Mondays, despite three bank holidays in the last three 
months.  However, Andy had to miss the rare opportunity of running a practice when the light 
switch got broken!. Thank you to those from other towers, whether experienced or new to 
ringing. 
 
Since I last put pen to paper, four months ago now, we’ve hosted the Association Daytime 
Practice with 26 ringers in attendance: the 27th saw the number present and returned home!. 
 
Despite instructions to the contrary, our youngest ringer injured herself on the last day of the 
school trip to the Austrian ski slopes!.  Meanwhile, Bob spent some time in hospital but is 
now out and looking forward to coming out on Monday evenings, if only to socialise. 
 
The wedding season is yet to start but the holiday season already has, with one tower captain 
getting lots of free samples at Gruyere, followed by even more at the nearby Cailler Chocolate 
Factory and Museum, now part of a well-known Swiss company.  Apparently, most chocolate 
is made from milk powder, but Cailler has a daily delivery of fresh milk, as does nearby 
Gruyere.  So, to close this quarter’s contribution, spare a thought for the overworked local 
dairy cows!. 
Roger Harpole 

 
Llantwit Major 
 
Thursday evening practices and Sunday ringing continue to be well attended and we welcome 
visiting ringers to join us in any session. 
 
4th May was a successful Open Day for the tower when over 40 ringers from all over the U.K. 
rang for an hour in the afternoon, ranging from Rounds to Norwich.  
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We were extremely impressed with the distance people travelled for their outing as were the 
locals who enjoyed the lovely sound of the bells whilst enjoying their afternoon beverages in 
the nearby pubs. Members of the tower kindly provided tea and biscuits and enjoyed hosting 
the event.  
 
9th May the Striking Competition was held in Llantwit 
church. We entered a call change band and came fourth. 
Well done to all! 
TREBLE: Cath Richards 
2nd.: Kathryn Rhodes 
3rd.: Hilary Evans 
4th.: Noel Harris 
5th.: Giles Cosgrove 
TENOR: Roger Sheal 
Two of our members, Peter Grace and Cath Richards have recently undergone operations and 
we wish them a speedy recovery and a rapid return to ringing! 
Who will win the next Treasure Hunt????? 
Sue Gordon  

 
   Sully  

 
The following quarter peals have been rung since the last edition of the Newsletter and full 
details may be viewed on Bell Board:-  
• Monday, 23rd February 2026: 1440 Surprise Minor (4m) 
• Monday, 9th March 2026: 1296 Northumberland Surprise Minor  
• Thursday, 19th March 2026: 1280 Spliced Plain Minor (3m) 
• Monday, 23rd March 2026: 1320 Alnwick Surprise Minor 
• Monday 1st June 2026: 1320 Sandiacre Surprise Minor   
 
Of particular note was the 1280 Spliced Plain Minor which was rung for Ellis Thomas's 80th 
birthday: - https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1950457 
 
and also, the quarter of 1320 Sandiacre Surprise Minor rung in memory of David Llewellyn: - 
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1976617 
Julian Parker 
 
Penarth  
 
At Penarth our learners are progressing well. Joe, who has been ringing for 6 months, was a 
member of our call change team in the branch striking competition and was complimented by 
the judges on his leading. We were pleased to win the call change section and have been 
invited to be the second band going through to the Pitman Trophy. 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1950457
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1976617
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With numbers increasing in the tower, we've been looking at better ways to make use of our 
window space. Anne has made some new cushions to fit one of our windows. 
 
Members of the band are continuing to support events across the branch, attending practice 
nights and events including the surprise major practice which was held in Penarth in May. 
We are ringing a wide range of methods, from rounds and call changes for our learners to a 
variety of surprise major and, on Sundays when we are short of people, odd things on 4. 
a quarter peal of Lessness Surprise Major was also rung in memory of David Llewellyn:- 
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1981229 
Sarah Greenaway 
 
 
Cadoxton  
 
The band has continued to practice regularly on Wednesday nights and ring for Sunday morning 
services.  
 
On Saturday 6th June, we had a tower outing to Pendoylan, Peterston-Super-Ely, Porthkerry, 
Penmark & Llancarfan. We were joined and supported by friends from Sketty and Cowbridge and 
by Simon Gordon, over from the USA. A great day was had by all. A big thank you to our tower 
captain Alwyn for organising it. 
 
We are holding a tower open day on Saturday 27th with the hope of finding some new recruits to 
learn.  
 
The BRF has kindly given us a grant towards some maintenance work on the bell frame and 
wheels following an inspection report by the BMG. We hope to carry the work out in the near 
future, once the necessary faculty has been approved. 
Andrew John 
 
 
Merthyr Tydfil 
 
I'm sorry to say that at the end of March I had a telephone call from one of the church warden at St 
Tydfils advising that ringing is now suspended at Merthyr. We have had a patch of dry rot 
growing in the tower for the last 12 months.  The floor (or part there of) has been removed in the 
tower and the surveyors will be examining it and what laid under it. The tower is now closed for 
the foreseeable future. I did ask weeks, month, a year. It is hard to have a definitive answer as it 
has many factors involved, the extent of the issue, the cost, the MA etc. Since then I have heard no 
more. 
 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1981229
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The Merthyr Ringers and regular visitors went out for a meal together on Friday 17th April to talk 
about the future and reminisce about the past. It was a lovely evening enjoyed by 14 of us. 
Unfortunately, we forgot to take photos!  
 
So the band has disbursed between Pontypridd & Bedwelty. Fingers crossed we can come back 
together at Merthyr, sooner rather than later. As soon as I hear any updates I will let you know.  
Yvonne John 
 
Radyr 
 
As well as the ongoing routine Thursday and Sunday 
ringing at Radyr, I'm pleased to report than eight of us 
met on Friday 8th May to ring to mark David 
Attenborough's 100th birthday. Thanks to the Llandaff 
ringers who supported this. We're also extremely 
grateful to the continued support of visitors on a 
Thursday evening who ensure that our practices continue to be useful and enjoyable. 
Andrew Gainsbury 

 
St John’s Cardiff 
 
Sadly, very little to report from St John’s. So far this year we have managed to hold very few 
Thursday night practices, generally hovering just below the number for a viable practice.  
Evan Chapman 

 
Pontypridd 
 
Our two new learners continue to make very good progress ringing rounds and call 
changes. Andy has demonstrated excellent bell control, in that he can raise and lower 
all eight bells unaided and is currently ringing the Treble to Bastow. Sara sometimes has 
to miss Practice nights due to her work at University Hospital, nevertheless, is an avid 
learner. We have two more recruits, a Secondary School Teacher, Amanda, who lives 
behind the Church and was inspired to come along on hearing the bells on our regular 
Practice night. The other, Jakob a Student from The University of South Wales who has 
made excellent progress due to his exceptional enthusiasm who after only a couple of 
months is ringing rounds and Covering to call changes. He is a member of the 
neighbouring Evangelical Church just a stone’s throw away, and it is a happy reminder 
that our bells were donated by the Magnanimous Non-Conformist Bakery Owner of the 
Town, Hopkin Morgan. As our Steeple Keeper reminded me, in the wider sense, our Bells 
are calling all People of the Town to our Churches. 
Cheryl Lavington 
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St Brides Major 
 
We had to suspend ringing in Saint Bridget’s Church, St Brides Major last year, because of 
severe corrosion to the bell frame foundation joists. However, this does not mean that we have 
done nothing, on the country we have been busier NOT ringing than we were before. 
 
Obviously, we have formed committees which meet frequently but irregularly. One dealing 
mainly with practical issues and the other with fundraising. We have consulted scores of 
experts and have appointed an architect to supervise the scheme and a structural engineer to 
provide design services and are exploring many potential sources of grants, almost all of 
which require us to match fund. 
 
We held an auction at The Fox in St Brides, hosted by Gavin and Katie Henson, and 
brilliantly conducted by Andrew Thomas of HRT, who confessed to being more comfortable 
selling cattle than a bag of ironing. Two of the 25 lots were rural pictures by a local artist, 
donated by Judith, the daughter of the late John and Beryl Baldwin. John will be fondly 
remembered by many as one time Vicar and bell ringing tutor at Saint Bridgets and we are 
sure he would be pleased that the paintings have done a full circle! Local companies 
generously donated service vouchers all of which sold for more than face value which we 
believe shows strong village support for the return of the much-missed bells. The auction 
raised over £1800. 
 
We have also been selling beautiful, small (10cm), gold-coloured, 
pottery bells which have been hand thrown at Ewenny Pottery (the 
oldest pottery in Wales) and generously provided by them at cost - 
Alun Jenkins from the Pottery was a regular ringer at St Bridgets.  
 
The journey continues - with likely costs exceeding £100,000 it 
won’t be a short one, but we just hope that we might discover that 
one of the streets is paved with gold. 
Chris Thorpe 
 
Coity 
 

There was no fooling around for Coity Ringers on 1st April with our AGM, which was 
attended well and followed by an enjoyable meal at The Red Dragon in Bridgend.  
It’s always such a good time to catch up with the array of past events from last year and to 
discuss future activity. 
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On Easter morning, with the tower in good stead with current and home coming ringers, the 
bells were rung to mark the day beautifully. And having witnessed the truly wonderful 
atmosphere of ringers together it was with great sadness that we received the news of our 
well-loved ringer and friend, Mel Oglesbee, who died that Easter afternoon, 5th April 2026. 
Our love, thoughts and prayers are with Glenda and family. Friends and ringers alike were 
able to pay their respects and share fond memories of Mel at his funeral. The well attended 
service was held at St. David’s Church, Wyndham, Ogmore Vale where Glenda graciously 
officiated. RIP Mel X. 
 
On 9th May we were delighted to join The Llandaff and Monmouth Bell Ringers Annual 
Striking Competition in Llantwit Major and were pleased to have come 5th in the call 
changes. This would have been the first competition for our young ringer Ffion, well done 
Ffion! It was also great that 2 of our younger ringers, Jack and Tom were able to be part of 
Cowbridge Ringers method band too, well done lads! Thank you to The Association who 
organized the event and to the great team at St Illtud’s for the well plenished cafe. 
 
Finally, it was a pleasure to invite The Young Ringers Practice to Coity Tower on 31st May’s 
Sunday afternoon. It was lovely to meet The Turner family who fortunately helped us uphold 
the band numbers to ring for a wedding the same afternoon - Thank you! 
We continue to practice on Wednesday nights at 7pm and for worship on Sunday morning at 
9am for the 9.30 service. Please call our tower captain, Philip Williams on 01656 729617 
Philippa Coulson 

 
 

Association Clothing 
We are pleased to say Association Clothing is now available to order. See the website for 

the order form. 
https://www.llanmon.org.uk/association/association-clothing 

Or contact Yvonne John for more information – clothing@llanmon.org.uk  
or Tel: 07779 925015 

https://www.llanmon.org.uk/association/association-clothing
mailto:clothing@llanmon.org.uk
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BELL MAINTENANCE GROUP UPDATE 

During the first week of March the Bell Maintenance Group were involved with the 
reinstatement of Llantrisant’s completely refurbished, retuned and augmented ring of 10.  This 
took the whole week by the time the frame was constructed, the bells hauled up the tower, all 
the fittings bolted into place, the clappers installed and the ropes tied on.   
 
Our April visit was to Llanfrechfa and Bassaleg; please see the Monmouth Branch newsletter 
for further details. 
 
May found us at Caldicot and Penhow; again, please see the Monmouth Branch newsletter for 
further details. 
 
On Saturday 6th June we once more held a bell maintenance course at St. Hilary when 4 
aspiring steeple keepers had the chance to look at and then correct commonly found faults on 
bells. 
 
If any member of the L. and M. has a bell maintenance query or would like their peal of bells 
inspected (free of charge) then please do get in touch with me and the BMG will do its best to 
help. 
Joy Kipling 
bmg@llanmon.org.uk 

mailto:bmg@llanmon.org.uk
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Striking Competition 
 
We enjoyed an afternoon at Llantwit Major on 9th May in lovely weather.  The plentiful bring 
and share tea was appreciated and the Llantwit ringers kindly provided tea, coffee and soft 
drinks throughout the afternoon.  Peter and Marion Bennett kindly judged for us and the 
results were: 
 
Call Changes 
 
Penarth 22 
 
Llandaff 29 
 
Cowbridge 31 
 
Llantwit 36 
 
Coity 45 
 
Radyr 65 
 
Peterston 76 
 
Penarth were duly presented with the Dennis Perry Memorial Shield (Dennis was a ringer at 
Llandaff). 
  
Special mention was made of Coity who struggled last year but have made a fantastic 
improvement.  The team to watch next year perhaps!  And we welcomed the new team from 
Peterston competing for the first time. 
 
There were only 2 teams in the Method Section, one was a scratch band that actually won 
(featuring some of the Branch’s ringing nobility!) and Cowbridge.  So Cowbridge go through 
to the Pitman Association final along with Penarth as they won the Call Change section. 
Chris Kipling 
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Association Open Day – Monday May 4th
 

 
After months of planning the open day had finally arrived, how was it going to pan out and 
was it going to be a success, only time would tell. The weather was kind to us which should 
have been a good omen. 
 
17 towers along the M4 corridor had agreed to open their doors, with some providing 
refreshments. 
 
 
The day started at 09.00 at Magor for registration, with breakfast 
rolls, tea and coffee available. The bacon and sausages being ably 
cooked by Simon Lockhart who kindly stepped in at the last 
minute, after the person who had previously confirmed they 
would do it dropped out.  

 
 

Our Chef for the day, Simon Lockhart. 
 

 
 
We had approximately 75 ringers from all over the 
country arriving at some point during the day. 
Someone even came down from Dunblane on the 
overnight sleeper to grab a few towers.  Only a 
handful managed to grab all 17 towers which was an 
achievement in itself.  
 
Queue to ring at Michaelston Y Fedw 
 

        
   Lunch at St Mellons 
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There has been some very positive feedback and thanks from people attending, saying how 
well organised it was and how nice our bells were. Obviously, the highlight tower of the day 
was always going to be the new 10 at Llantrisant. 
 
The day ended at 19.30 at Pen Y Fai another tower that the Bell Restoration Fund had given a 
grant to in 2025 to help with refurbishment of their bells.  
 
Helpers and organisers still standing at this point went to the pub for a well-earned drink and 
discussed the pros and cons of how the day went. 
 
Was the day a success, yes, the hard work and planning paid off as we raised £1,192.39 for the 
Bell Restoration Fund, met some nice people and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.  
 
Would we do it again, probably, but we would not be so ambitious with the area covered. 
 
Anne and myself would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone that made this day 
possible, you are too numerous to mention by name, but without you the day would not have 
been possible.  
Pauline Morris & Anne Hayman 
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Sail & Ring 
 
Following the success of previous years' Walk and Ring, this year's was a bit more ambitious, 
more of a 'Sail and Ring'. 
 
25 of us (plus a few non-ringers) turned out early on the 13th June 
at Penarth to catch the Paddle Steam Waverley over the River 
Severn to Clevedon in north Somerset. Clevedon is blessed with 
having four towers with bells and we managed to arrange ringing 
at St Mary and St John the Evangelist, both very nice 6 bell 
towers, even though the near vertical ladder at the later tower was 
a bit challenging for some.  
 
We had some really good ringing from everyone; this ranged from rounds and call changes to 
Norwich Surprise Minor.  
 
It was great to have ringers from such a wide variety of towers (Pontypridd, Penarth, Baglan, 
Llandaff, Radyr, Whitchurch, Lydney, Newport, Coity, Cowbridge and Brecon). Thanks to 
everyone who came and I look forward to arranging next year's event! 
Andrew Gainsbury  



Look To! July 2026  
 
 

 
 

23   

Association of Ringing Teachers

The Association of Ringing Teachers (ART) is delighted and proud to congratulate Pip Penney on
being awarded an MBE in The King’s Birthday Honours List.

Pip was ART’s first Chairman and the driving force behind the formation of the Association. Building
on her work with the Central Council Education Committee and alongside other prominent ringers, she
brought together a wealth of experience and expertise to create an accessible, inclusive, and effective
approach to teaching bell ringing. Her vision and determination laid the foundations for an organisation
that continues to support and develop ringing teachers across the country.

Congratulations, Pip. We are immensely proud of your achievement and grateful for everything you
have done for bell ringing and for ART.

ART continues to build on the work that Pip started. Over the past year, we have upgraded many of
our IT systems, making it easier for members to access resources and support. We continue to run
training courses across the country, delivered by our dedicated team of volunteer tutors.

One of our most popular initiatives has been the Learning the Ropes Festival. A festival will be held at
the Mancroft Ringing Discovery Centre this summer, with a further event planned at the Loughborough
Bellfoundry in April 2027.

We also keep in touch regularly with those who have attended a course or have been enrolled by a
trainee teacher through our Tower Talk communications.

We would like to thank all the Guilds and Societies that support their members in attending courses
and developing the teachers of the future. We are also working closely with the Central Council to help
recruit and train new ringers in support of its Ringing 2030 programme.

As the fifth Chairman of this growing organisation, I am proud of what ART has achieved. We are
always looking to develop new initiatives to support ringers, and we are delighted to have more than
815 members who volunteer their time and expertise to encourage the growth and sustainability of bell
ringing.

If you would like to know more about ART and its work, please do get in touch. www.bellringing.org

Neil Jones - ART Chair
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Pip Penney - Kings Birthday Honours List 
 

We were delighted to hear that Pip Penney, who rings at 
Shirenewton in the Monmouth branch, is to be awarded an MBE for 
her "extraordinary services to church bell ringing and young people". 
Most of you will know that Pip came late in life to ringing yet has 
had an outsized impact on bell ringing since then, both here in South 
Wales, and across the world. Pip’s outstanding contributions to the 
bell ringing community include: 
 
Founder and former chair of the Association of Ringing Teachers 
(ART). Drawing on her experience as a physiotherapist, she 
developed structured training schemes, which turned teaching of bell 

handling into a proper, standardized physical skill. ART has now become the international 
standard for teaching bell ringing, with centres as far away as Australia and New Zealand. 
 
The “Kids Ring Out” Project: Pip founded this highly successful youth ringing group in South 
Wales, which won national awards for encouraging younger generations to get involved in 
bell ringing. Several members of this group are now running towers of their own and training 
more young ringers across South Wales. 
 
Publications: Pip wrote essential books and guides for 
learners such as “A Ringers Guide to Learning the Ropes” 
and “Teaching Tips”. 
 
Helen Philips said “Pip has changed the way people think 
about teaching ringing both locally and nationally and 
continually challenged us to engage with young people to 
ensure that ringing will thrive into the future. As an 
association, we’re extremely proud that the significant impact 
she has made is being nationally recognized, to mark the 
King’s birthday.” 
 
So, let’s all raise a glass to a real star of the Association....  
Rob Bruce 

  

https://bellringing.org/
https://bellringing.org/
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The Gainsburys go to France 
 

We were planning a family holiday to the French Pyrenees 
over Easter and mentioned it to some friends of ours, very 
keen ringers and tower grabbers.  They asked us, “Are you 
going to ring in Vernet Les Bains?”  We’d never heard of 
this but they put us in touch with the Tower Captain of a new 
ring of bells in the Pyrenees, quite close to where we were 
staying.  In fact this is the only set of ringable bells in 
France.  The Tower Captain, Jeff Ladd from Leeds, who now 
lives permanently in Vernet Les Bains, was very keen for us 
to ring a quarter peal with his locals.  Our daughter, Caitlin, 
had never rung a quarter before but was happy to ring the 
tenor to Plain Bob Doubles.  The bells were a delightful 5 
cwt ring of ten, installed in 2019 and they made very pleasant 
ringing.  They have proved attractive to lots of ringers 
fancying an unusual grab.   

The quarter peal band comprised four Gainsburys, Jeff Ladd 
and a local lady, who it turned out, was not French, but Czech 
and she spoke to us in very good English.  Jeff is teaching his 
local band through the medium of English and agreed with us 
that ringing vocabulary is untranslatable.  “How would you 
say, ‘calling the tenor wrong’ in French?” he asked, by way of 
example.   
 
After the quarter peal, other locals joined us for a practice and 
there followed some hilarious conversations in Franglais 
discussing the ringing.   
“Let’s have some Grandsire.” 
“Avec bobs?” 
“Non!” 
During a touch, Jeff called out, “Lead maintenant!” 

After a touch, a local said, “Sorry, j’étais perdu.” (I was lost). 
I discovered the locals were very wary of our own ringing terminology, for example while 
leading down.  We were quite astonished at the enormous and ambitious feat of training up a 
band from scratch in rural France, where people have no background in ringing and whose 
first language is not English. 
 
It was a memorable day for the four of us and so pleasing to have so many family firsts. 
Meriel Gainsbury 



Look To! July 2026  
 
 

 
 

26 

200 Club Results 
 

February 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Prize Number Name 
£30 96 David Mundy (St Mellons) 
£15 23 Lynne Workman (Whitchurch) 
£10 184 Dorothy Morgan (Llandaff) 
£10 44 Geraint Thomas (Ex Monmouth Branch) 
£10 153 Andy Parry (Newport) 

Prize Number Name 
£30 73 Kathryn Pegington (St Mellons) 
£15 25 Lyn Marshall (Non-Ringer) 
£10 2 Peter Bennett (Newport) 
£10 68 Andrew Phillips (Newport) 
£10 95 Newport Cathedral 

Prize Number Name 
£60 86 James Leney (Shirenewton) 
£30 5 Jenny Mole (unattached) 
£20 130 Mike Gunter (Llantarnam) 
£20 113 Simon Lockhart (Shirenewton) 
£20 42 John Vesey 

Prize Number Name 
£30 119 Sian Howells (F&F) 
£15 43 Caerphilly Tower 
£10 19 Mike Richardson (Ex Monmouth Branch) 
£10 78 Helen Phillips (Newport) 
£10 180 Llanedeyrn Tower 
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We Need You! 
 
Jean Starr president of the Llandaff and Monmouth Mothers Union has asked if bells could be 
rung on Sunday August 9th, 2026, at 1.50pm for 15 minutes if possible. This would be to 
acknowledge Mary Sumner Day, and 150 years milestone of the Mothers Union.  
 
However, any ringing on that day even if it’s only rounds and call changes as part of normal 
service ringing that could be linked to this would be appreciated. An event will be created on 
bell board. Any ringing completed will be collated and sent to Jean a couple of days after the 
event. 
 
Mothers’ Union is a Christian organisation, which began in 1876. Mary Sumner, the wife of a 
rector, was the founder and is dedicated to supporting families and giving a voice to 
disadvantaged women.  Today we are an organisation of over 4 million worldwide. 
 
Thank you 
Pauline Morris 
Association General Secretary. 
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Central Council Updates 
Regional Training Course Bids Wanted 
You may have seen Will Bosworth's article in a recent Ringing World on the successful  
inaugural Southwest Ringing Course. The CCCBR wish to support the setting up of at  
least one more regional training course. 
 
Advice from those running existing courses is available and the CCCBR will look positively 
on providing loans to cover start - up costs including venue deposits. 
If you think your region would benefit from a training course and would like to investigate  
further, please contact Paul Wotton (relead@cccbr.org.uk). 
 
Marketing and Administration Officer to get out and about 
Gemma Groom, the newly appointed Marketing and Administration Officer for the  
CCCBR, will soon be travelling around the country visiting towers, meeting ringers, and  
sharing the wonderful people and places that make up our bell ringing community.  
 
Through the CCCBR’s social media channels, she hopes to help showcase the many  
inspiring stories, traditions, and events happening across the ringing world. 
If your tower has something exciting coming up, or you would simply like to share what  
makes your local ringing community special,  
 
Gemma would love to hear from you. Feel free to get in touch at 
gemma.groom@cccbr.org.uk, and where possible, she would be delighted to come along and 
visit your organisation. Just think this would be a fantastic opportunity to potentially hear 
from lots of different organisations who might interested in showcasing their great towers! 
 
Young Ringers 
This month has been a slower one, as many of our workgroup members have been  
studying hard for their end of year exams. Congratulations to everyone who has finished!  
 
However, we have been working hard to ensure our university recruitment documents are read 
y to go and these will be appearing on our Resources page, so keep an eye out. 
We are looking forward to having our summer honorariums onboard, hopefully within the 
next few weeks, and they will be working on finishing the University Ringing and Under 18s 
site, as well as building and populating our online library. 
Andrea and Josephine will be at the National 12 - bell contest next month, ready to talk all 
things young ringers. Listen out for our segment on the broadcast or come find us if you have 
any questions or ideas. 
As always, if you are interested in getting involved, please get in touch with – 
yr@cccbr.org.uk 

mailto:relead@cccbr.org.uk
mailto:yr@cccbr.org.uk
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Association Website Services 
    
   Mailing Lists 

If you haven’t already done so, please consider subscribing to our various Mailing Lists to 
keep in touch with what’s going on. Choose as many or as few as you wish: 
https://www.llanmon.org.uk/mailing-lists See the note at the top of the form about changing 
existing subscriptions of you wish to. 

 
Members Contact Details and Preferences 
If you haven’t already done so (or wish to update previously provided information), please 
help us to help you by providing your contact details and preferences for receiving the Annual 
Report, etc.: 
https://www.llanmon.org.uk/members/updated-members-details 
 
Details provided will be used solely for Membership Admin and matters personal to you 
regarding your Membership. They will not be used for routine contact or mail shots, etc. 
That is the role of the Mailing Lists.  
 
Any questions then please ask! 
John Vesey, Webmaster, Llandaff & Monmouth DACBR webmaster@llanmon.org.u 

https://www.llanmon.org.uk/mailing-lists
https://www.llanmon.org.uk/members/updated-members-details
mailto:webmaster@llanmon.org.u


 

 
 

30 

Save the Date! 

 

 Llandaff practices  
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Association practices  

 
 

 
 

 


